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Armchair 42 

Alvar Aalto, 1932. 
Frame made from 
laminated birch, 
seat & back made from 
laminated plywood. 


The Gallery, 68 on Hobart 
Corner William Nicol 
and Dover, Bryanston 
C +27 (0)83 605 5000 
T+27 (0)11 463 7869 
www.cubegallery.co.za 


artek® 



Authorised retailer for Vitra | Artek | Belux | Gio Ponti by Molteni & C | Paola Lent! 


WHtRE ART & DESIGN MEET 




AM THE POSSIBLE. 


Progress accepts no compromise. Introducing the BMW i8 - proof that sustainability and pure driving pleasure can 
complement each other perfectly. By combining intelligent technologies like BMW eDrive and BMW EfficientDynamics, 
the BMW i8 offers the outstanding driving experience of a sports car combined with the fuel economy of a small car. 
The future of mobility is no longer a concept. It is possible. It is BMW i8. 

#BornElectric 





BMW EFFICIENTDYNAMICS. 

i« ~ 


49gC02/km 


BMW i. BORN ELECTRIC. 


*Offtcial fijel economy figures for the BMW 18: Weighted combined cycle: (2.1 1/100 km), C02 emissions 49 g/km,' 
total average energy consumption per 100 km (weighted combined cycle) 11. 9 kWh. _ ^ . 













Cape Town: 021 5 10 2846 | 37 Paarden Eiland Rd 
Johannesburg: 01 I 262 3 117 | 03 Desmond Street, Kramerville 
Durban: 031 000 1000 | Beacon Rock, Lighthouse Rd, Umhianga 
Nick Gluckman: 082 555 4611 | nicholas@oggie-sa.co.za 

www.oggie-sa.co.za 
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REASONS 


29 REASONS TO LOVE DESIGN 
THAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

I. Ambiente 2015; an international affair 

2. We're into ink, doll 

3. Clever design can be for kids 

4. It's all about prints charming 

5. Great Danish design is now online 

6. It's design time in the Black Forest 

7. We live in a style democracy 

8. Fie practises a time-honoured craft 

9. Nando's is fluent in Rainbow Nation 

10. We love good design 

II. The talent pool keeps expanding 

12. Chemistry meets artistry 

13. It's simply outstanding 

14. It's bold & beautiful 

15. Black makes a statement 

16. This sheds a little light 

17. Everything's illuminated 

18. It's like walking on art 

19. Africa's art is a hot ticket 

20. They're one of a kind 

21. There's a new kid in (Cape) Town 

22. A iconic collection goes on display 

23. A pint can make a difference 

24. She's creative at heart 

25. Readers are leaders 

26. Cushions keep it contemporary 

27. Art is delicious 

28. You could win a safari spoil 

29. Subscription offer 
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WELCOME TO OUR 
AUTUMN ISSUE 

The idea for a "treading lightly" issue canne to me while on a trip to 
Japan at the end of last year by invitation of Nissan. I was no sooner 
back in South Africa when power outages became a very real part of 
life for each one of us. 

All the spaces showcased in this issue have enjoyed a light 
treatment - from individuals who live close to nature to a newly built 
office tower, from a home with seriously green credentials to several 
dilapidated spots that have been given a new lease on life thanks to 
sensitive architectural interventions. 

By popular demand, we have brought back Annemarie Meintjes's 
"Op soe/cna" column. For this issue Annemarie went in search of 
alternative power sources and happened upon a host of amazing 
gadgets that are sure to be lifesavers when load shedding strikes. 

Read the full story on page 1 6 . 

It takes the VISI team eight weeks to put together a single issue of 
the magazine. Turn the page for some snapshots of us hard at work. 




oi Museum director 
Kirsty Cockerill 
Instagrams a photo 
at The New Church 
Museum's second 
birthday celebration. 
Turn to page i8o to 
read about it. 


BEHIND THE SCENES 


It takes eight full weeks to produce each exquisite issue of VISI. 
Features are planned, concepts discussed and shoots scheduled. 

This is how it all goes down. 




WRITERS WRITE 

Editor-at-large 
Malibongwe Tyilo. 


LABOUR OF LOVE 

Each page is scrutinised 
before print. 


VIRTUAL GIRL 

Online editor Lindi 
Brownell Meiring. 


LEND A HAND 

Junior content producer 
Michaela Stehr. 


A TIGHT SHIP 

Admin manager 
Samantha Charles. 





ENTER THE 
WORDSMITH 

Copy editor 
Kay-Ann van 
Rooyen joins 
the fray halfway 
through the 
process. 


01 & 02 RUNNING THE 
TIMELINE Managing 
editor Lise Avis makes 
sure we get to print. 


TOOLS DOWN 

The latest issue is 
close to completion. 



PHOTOS JAN RAS, SHAVAN RAHIM, MARCO VOLSCHENK 







Enjoy exclusive benefits when you become a member of our 
loyalty programme, from handpicked decor items priced especially 
for you, to 2-in-l coffee at The Kitchen. 


A WORLD OF REWARDS AWAITS AT W E Y L A N D T S . C O . Z A 


GOOD LIVING MEMBERS WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE TRANSFERRED TO OUR WORLD OF WEYLANDTS PROGRAMME. 


The Jupiter Drawing Room (ct) 45738/e 



CONTRIBUTORS 



KAY-ANN VAN ROOYEN 

1. Wordsmith Kay- Ann was born in Pretoria on 22 June 1964 as a young 
nurse beseeched her mother, '"Don't push!" (The doctor was stuck 
in traffic.) 

2. Despite its close association with Pretoria, the Jacaranda tree is 
considered an invasive species; it is native to Bolivia and Argentina. 

3. Kay-Ann doesn't mind being called a tree-hugger. 

4. In the year of her birth. Nelson Mandela was sentenced to life 
in prison, Martin Luther King, Jr won the Nobel Peace Prize and 
Jean-Paul Sartre was awarded - but refused - the Nobel Prize 
for Literature. 

5. If her house were on hre, she would save her dining room table and 
chairs, because they survived the burning of farmsteads during the 
Anglo-Boer War only because they were hidden in a cave. 

6. A little-known fact about Kay-Ann? She can be impulsive. "When 
an ex-boyfriend I hadn't seen in two years showed up and asked me 
to marry him, I said yes and we were married two weeks later." 

7. Her most signihcant accomplishment to date? Still being married 
21 years later. 



SHAVAN RAHIM 

1. A born-and-bred Capetonian, photographer Shavan says it has never 
occurred to him to leave his hometown, which he says is special 
because he was born there! 

2. He shares a birthday and a passion for environmental affairs with 
the American founder of Earth Day, John McConnell. 

3. The hrst Earth Day, on 22 April 1970, is credited with starting the 
modern environmental movement. 

4. A self-confessed gadget freak, Shavan says his camera is his most 
treasured possession. 

5. Despite being "a shorty" (his words), he wears a size 10 shoe. 

6. If he had the opportunity to choose his career again he would 
become a racing car driver. 

7. If money were no object Shavan would invest in a hypercar and 
indulge both his passions: photography and driving. 

8. We say European skiing holiday, Shavan says the Circuit de Monaco 
would be way more fun. 



DEBBIE LOOTS 

1. Writer Debbie once covered a large cement mixer in lace as part of 
an art exhibition. 

2. She was born in Polokwane in 1964. In the same year, feminist 
writer Betty Friedan's book The Feminine Mystique was published. 

3. Polokwane is the town where, in 1943, when he was editor 
of the Zoutpansberg Review, author Herman Charles Bosman 
caused pandemonium among the conservative citizens with his 
"outlandish" personal and professional opinions. 

4. Currently a resident of the Cape Town City Bowl, Debbie says she 
loves the city's buzz and having one of the world's seven natural 
wonders on her doorstep. 

5. Debbie's debut novel. Split, will be published in August this year. 

6. Given a blank cheque, Debbie - a passionate advocate for 
women's and children's rights - says she would turn deserted old 
buildings into self-defence gyms where women and children from 
unsafe areas could be empowered to protect themselves. 

7. Filmmaker would be one of the top career contenders if she were 
to start her life over. 

8. We say European skiing holiday, Debbie counters with a little 
house on the Karoo plains. 
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Tag @visi_mag on Instagram with a pic of 
our new issue and tell us what you love 
about it. We can't wait to see your pics! 
Here are two of our latest favourites. 


HOME DECOR DESIGN ARCHITECTURE LIFESTYLE BLOG SEARCH. Q 


WEEKLY BEST BUYS 

Looking for an awesome gift? Maybe your living room decor is in need of a quick lift? 
Search our Best Buys section for lists of fab ideas we find online every week. 

VISI.co.za/category/best-buys 


Favourites #lunch #capetown 
- ©prethani 


FIND OUT 
WHAT’S ON 


From exhibitions to expos, make sure to 
bookmark our new online calendar for all 
the info you need about the coolest events 
happening in your city. 

VISI.co.za/events 


oi Silver signet ring from Long Jean Silver. 


CAN’T WAIT FOR THE NEXT VISI? GET YOUR DAILY DOSE AT 

i^VISI.CO.ZA®®o®® 


02 Smeg '50s Retro Style four-slice toaster. 


03 Ceramic Space Bunny 
from Sootcookie. 


WIN HIS AND HERS WATCHES 


One lucky 
reader will win 
two luxury 
watches from 
Danish lifestyle 
brand Skagen, 
worth more 
than R5000. 

Go to 
VISI.co.za/ 
category/win 
to enter. 


#INSTAGRAM- 
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Not For Sale To Persons Under The Age Of 18. Please Enjoy Responsibly. 








LACANCHE 

MASTER CRAFTSMANSHIP, SINCE 1 739 

The Lacanche cooker is one-of'a'kind, crafted from the passion ond vision of its owner, ond “ ' 

forged by hand in Laconche's atelier in Burgundy, France. 



Ctuny 1 800 cooker with a simmer ptofe over a 5kW burner, 

4 X open burners, 1 x 55 It convection electric oven & grill, 

1 X 55 Lt gas oven. Matching hood. Colour Armor. Brass trim. 

VISIT OUR LACANCHE WEBSITE AND 
CONFIGURE YOUR OWN COOKER TODAY! 

www.lacanche.co.za 


Culinary 

EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

LANSERIA • HYDE PARK > STELLENBOSCH 

wwwJocanche.co.zo - 011 701 2200" 

EMAIL; INF0@CUIINARY.C02A &FACEBOOK: CUUNAIW EQUIPMEhn- 03MPANY 




SOURCING 


Load shedding can cripple your 
lifestyle if you are not prepared. 
We rounded up some lifesavers 
that are worth the investment. 


PHOTOS DOOK 

PRODUCTION & WORDS ANNEMARIE MEINTJES 




THE HUMBLE 
TEA LIGHT 


They're inexpensive and available 
from homeware stores, hardware 
stores, supermarkets, pharmacies 
and corner cafes - all you need is 
a match and these little flames will 
light up your world. 

Look for tea lights that have 
an eight-hour burning time. 

• About R55 for 25 tea lights 

• Candelabra designed by Joe 
Paine: joepaine.withtank.com 

"We have candles set up 
everywhere - just waiting for 
the power failures!" - Siviwe Jali 

Siviwe Jali is an industrial 
design student at the University 
of Johannesburg, doing his 
internship year with designer 
Joe Paine. 


LOOKING FOR POWER 




PORTABLE 
SOLAR 
GENE RATO R 

The Ecoboxx 1 60 can 
power a lantern for four 
nights, a fan for four hours, 
a television for two hours, 
a laptop for two hours, 
an iPad for two days and 
a cellphone for three days! 

Its bigger brother can 
keep your TV on and your 
fridge running. This marvel 
was designed in Italy, is 
assembled in China and is 
distributed in South Africa 
by in2brands. 

. R3700 

• ecoboxx.co.za 

• in2brands.co.za 

"The Ecoboxx can almost 
replace a diesel generator 
as a mid-term solution for 
powering lights, computers 
and TVs. The fact that it's 
solar-powered is a real plus." 

- August de Wet 

Designer August de 
Wet was the winner 
of the Haute Lumiere 
Light Award in 2009 and 
runner-up in 2011. 
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PORTABLE 

SOLAR 

CHARGER 



TheWakaWaka Power+ 

{waka means to burn brightly 
in Swahili) is the most efficient 
solar-powered device around. 
After a single day in the sun it 
will provide 1 50 hours of bright 
light - and can fully charge your 
cellphone in two to three hours. 
Best of all, it's mobile! 

. R799 

• waka-waka.com 


"This is a fantastic product, as 
it uses solar power and can 
charge your phone. It's perfect 
for emergency lighting and 
the pocket-sized proportions 
mean you can take it anywhere. 
Definitely my favourite." 
-August 


"TheWakaWaka Power-h is 
a convenient product that 
converts solar energy into light 
and can charge your phone. 
What more could you ask for?" 
- Siviwe 





Cordless, dimmable and portable, this lannp 
stays on when the power goes out - provided 
you charge it while the power is on. 

The Zartek ZA-441 1 0W LED worklight has 
an output of 900 lumens, a beam distance of 
80 m and a beam angle of 1 20 degrees. 

The charging time is 5 hours; and the 
operating time is 4 hours at full power, 8 hours 
at 50% and 40 hours at 10%. 

• About R1 000 (depending on the supplier) 

• zartek.co.za 

"This amazing little floodlight relies on coal- 
fired electricity to charge. It's pricey, but if 
you really need a super-bright light when the 
power's out, this is the one. To avoid the glare, 
turn it around and reflect it off a white wall; 
it'll create a larger area of softer light. It's my 
least favourite." - August 

"This Zartek light is powerful and has many 
applications; it's just a pity about the price." 

- Siviwe 




Vijj I LOOKING FOR POWER 


COOKING WITH 
CHARCOAL 



"The Big Green Egg is a fantastic braai-cum-oven that uses 
energy efficiently" - August 

"The Big Green Egg is the ultimate appliance for people who 
love to entertain and don't want a blackout to spoil the party." 
- Siviwe 


The Big Green Egg is the hot new cooker on the block. Made of 
solid ceramic, it can grill, bake, cook, smoke and roast. It uses 
charcoal and has a temperature gauge to regulate the heat. 

• This model sells for R1 0 999 

• biggreenegg.co.za 

• Thys Roux 082 687 8278 

• Meson Umbrellas and Patio Furniture: 
mcsonfurniture.co.za 


Thank you to the following 

companies for their help in 

sourcing these products: 

• Johannesburg Homemakers 
Expo (homemakersonline.co.za) 

• in2brands (in2brands.co.za) 

• Outdoor Warehouse 
(outdoorwarehouse.co.za) 

• Meson Umbrellas and Patio 
Furniture (mcsonfurniture.co.za) 

Test team 

• August de Wet 
082 372 6036, 
augustdw(S)gmail.com 

• Siviwe Jali 
072 893 3291 
siviwejali(S)gmail.com 



The world's most oolourful stainless steel 


From classic to contomporaFy, Since 1 925. Le Crecset has stood for design, quality 
and Inhovatian in the kitchen, And now, the all-new 3-ply PLUS: o top quollty professionol 
muttitoyer nnateriaL which allows for even heat distribution and makes for energy-efficient 
cooking by locking in heat and mofsture. 

For more Information visit wwwJecreusetxo.zo or call our customer help line on 084 177 3321 . 


o Le CreLiset South Africa 


O LoCreusetSA 



OS lagra m .com/ kc reu setsa 


( 0 UCREUSET^) 

A great recipe lasts forever. 


CAVENDISH SQUARE ■ TVQER VALLEY CENTRE ■ SOMERSET MALL ' GARDENS CENTRE ■ THE CONSTANTIA VILLAGE - KILLARNEY MALL ■ BEDFORD CENTRE 
HYDE PARK CORNER ■ CLEARWATER MALL BROOKLYN MALL WOODLANDS BOULEVARD LA LUCIA MALL ■ THE PAVILION WATERFALL MALL RDSTENBURG ■ SANDTON CITY 
V&A WATERFRONT NICOLWAY BRYANSTOW ■ CANAL WALK ■ WALMER PARK ■ FRANSCHHOEK ■ WATERSTONE VILLAGE ■ CRESTA SHOPPING CENTRE ■ GROVE MALL NAMIBIA 
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JERRY 

Corner Unit & ALBERO Coathanger 

TO NON 4" lapolma 


Tel: (01 I) 673-9333/9337/8702 | Fax: (Oil) 673 - 5770 | Comfort Creations House, 19 BanfieJd Road, Industria North, Roodepoort, JHB 

info@c«»mfortcreaticins,co.za | www^comfortcreatiaris^co.za 








GOING HOME 


WORDS ISHAY GOVEN DER-YPM A 

Ishay reflects on her childhood home, the constant pull 
to return and the changes that make visiting difficult. 


EACH YEAR f I return to our family 

home, which rests at the bottom of a steep road. The suburb 
has faded somewhat into decrepitude, similar, 1 suppose, 
to many other lower-middle-class neighbourhoods. This 
senescence has, in part, been brought about by a generation 
of children who have left in search of the plusher districts our 
parents' weighty sacrifices have afforded us, and the influx 
of those who long to own or rent a three- or four-bedroomed 
house but lack spare cash for the upkeep. 

My childhood neighbourhood, generous in its wide 
views as the roads shimmy up and down the hills yet sombre 
with the accumulated mildew of summer rains and wet-hot 
humidity, has sagged under the weight of these changes. 

And yet my annual homecoming to my only childhood home 
(apart from the first three years when we lived with my 
grandparents in their council home in Durban) brings with 
it a sense that is more than comfort. It is, for all its latent 
complexities, about belonging. 

Visiting our parents at home carries vestiges of the bitter 
and the sweet. 1 lean on the words of Pascal Mercier in Night 
Train to Lisbon: ‘‘We leave something of ourselves behind 
when we leave a place, we stay there, even though we go 
away. And there are things in us that we can find again only 
by going back there." 

1 relive this at our whitewashed house with the sunken 
lounge and my Lilliputian lo m" bedroom. Inside the room 
1 am 7 with a growing obsession for playing shop by neatly 
rearranging my shelves (a passing phase, sadly); 1 am 12 and 
writing a self-conscious love letter; 1 am 15 and dreaming, 
through angst-ridden poetry (all of it awful), of a different life. 

1 marvel at the flight of black stairs that leads to our front 
door. As a child 1 considered calling our house triple-storied 
because of these stairs; 1 imagined it would make us sound 
posh. Perhaps the concept remained with me - my own home 
was built up to include a second floor. (Third storeys are 
frowned upon in this neighbourhood.) 

In the yellowing kitchen, my mother prepares an endless 
feast of favourites. Her movements have slowed, and this 
strikes me sharply. Still, her curries, pickles and stews are 
made with exacting care. While we're working, her laughter 
tinkles through the open kitchen door. It's like the sound of 
a small bell ringing, abundant in joy and embalmed in love. 

1 recall her always laughing heartily at our Jokes, even when 
they were clumsy and punchline-less. Long before 1 owned my 


own home, 1 had deduced from her example that a house with 
laughter softening it was one 1 wanted to come home to. 

1 also knew I'd like wooden floors in my own house one day. 
The gleaming parquet floors at home are still pleasingly cool 
underfoot and used to be perfect for sliding across the passage 
in socks as we charged after our cat in her boisterous kitten 
phase. 1 knew, though, from all the effort my mother and our 
domestic cleaner lavished over polishing it, mine would need 
to be a breeze to maintain. Bamboo, it turns out, is exactly that. 

1 sometimes imagine the same childhood transplanted 
to the suburb 1 live in now, 1 556 km away across the country. 
Here, the roads are broad and flat, with a park i minute away 
and a family-friendly cycling path. When 1 was ii 1 would 
sneak up the road on my bicycle, generating a burst of 
power by pedalling fast from our short concrete driveway. 

We were forbidden from riding on the roads - there were 
no pavements, the streets bubbled and rose unevenly with 
umpteen cars hurtling by. 

We earned our dose of '"park time" by walking home from 
school via a steep mud path clogged with thorny blackjack 
bushes and mulberry trees that we raided for snacks. Mostly 
though, we played in the tiny garden that my father mowed 
religiously and along the driveway, acting out scenes from 
Enid Blyton and Roald Dahl books and calling our mother for 
glasses of Nesquik. 

It's taken me many years to realise that there are things in 
me that 1 can find again only by going back there. V 

DID YOU KNOW? 

1. A former commercial law attorney, Ishay is a freelance 
writer who covers people-led stories about culture, travel 
and food. She tweets and Instagrams micro-stories at whim, 
runs a hit blog, foodandthefabulous.com, and advocates for 
change for social welfare causes. 

2. She was named one of the Mail & Guardian's 200 Young 
South Africans in 2014. 

3. Born in Durban in 1979, she continues to cling to the seven- 
ties, which explains her love for the band Earth, Wind & Fire. 

4. Earth, Wind & Fire singer Philip Bailey performed the duet 
"Easy Lover" with Phil Collins. 

5. If she won the lottery, Ishay would split her time between 
travelling and writing, and put her money where her mouth 
is in terms of supporting charities. 

6. Follow Ishay on Twitter/lnstagramWine (@Foodandthefab) 
and visit foodandthefabulous.com. 
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WORDS MARIA DEL MAR BERRIOS-CARTER 

Maria has moved house about 25 times. Somehow, 
it's always the layouts of her kitchens that take her back 
- like the Bermuda Triangle of time. 







I AM ON A 
FIRST-NAME 
BASIS WITH 

CHANGE, just one of the 

many advantages that arrive fresh on your 
doorstep when you move as often as I have. 

Accustomed to its ebb and flow, I've 
learnt to adapt when necessary to the 
differences and sameness, sometimes coming 
at you at the same time from different 
angles. Every move is packed to the brim 
with a mixed bag of insights: such as learning 
a new language, broadening one's belief 
system, gaining new friendships and closing 
doors to one-way streets littered with 
prejudice and stale perceptions. 

Like a chameleon, one quickly learns the 
skill of adaptability and finds oneself early 
on in the game. The last thing you want in 
a foreign land is the risk of being a foreigner 
to yourself. It's tough enough having to 
navigate a new map without having a clue 
where or who you are. 

Other more practical advantages of 
a nomadic existence include the ability to 
unpack boxes with the skill of a five-year- 
old on Christmas morning, pack three boxes 
of wine glasses without a single breakage, 
and tell exactly how many books can fit into 
a single box and still be able to lift it - all 
incredibly useful know-how when renewing 
one's landscape. 

Throughout all the moves (and there 
must be 25 or so) I have often lived the old 
idiom that the only constant is change, 
except when it comes to the layouts of my 
kitchens. Kitchens seem to stick to the past 
like the lo-year-old chewing gum stuck at the 


DID YOU KNOW? 

1. Maria was born in La Paz, Bolivia, 
the highest city in the world at 

a staggering 3 600 m above sea 
level, on Easter Sunday. She was 
raised in Germany and now lives 
in Rondebosch in the shade of 
Table Mountain. 

2. A traveller at heart, if she won the 
lottery Maria would take her family 
to see the pink dolphins of the 
Amazon and explore some of the 
mysterious places along the Andes 
Mountains in South America. 

3. The pink dolphin, or Amazon river 
dolphin, is the largest freshwater 
dolphin in the world. It ranges from 
pale grey to carnation pink in colour 
and is a protected species in Bolivia. 

4. Mushroom or salmon risotto, 
aubergine Parmigiana and good- 
old comfort food are some of the 
favourites cooked in Maria's 'Very 
loud, very busy" open-plan kitchen. 

5. She admits to being obsessed with 
the TV show Homeland. We concur. 

6. Maria is a freelance copywriter. 

To view her portfolio, send her an 
e-mail at mberrioscarter@gmaiLcom 
or call 072 179 6951. 


bottom of our playroom desk. To me, kitchen 
layouts are illusive, immovable and, like 
a stubborn old Erench man, cling vehemently 
to the belief that what is will always be and 
what was has always been. Try as 1 might, 

1 cannot get the layouts of my kitchens right. 

Maybe this has something to do with that 
imaginary triangular kitchen conhguration 
that has always been such an important 
element of a kitchen's design and functionality. 

The "work triangle" is dehned as an 
imaginary straight line drawn from the centre 
of the sink to the centre of the cooktop to the 
centre of the refrigerator and back to the sink. 
Efficiency, it seems, is the triangle's main goal, 
as it keeps all the major workstations close 
to the cook for easy manoeuvrability. But 
to me the triangle serves none of the above 
functions. Eor me it's more like the Bermuda 
Triangle of kitchens. 

Not a day goes by that I don't open 
the left drawer to replace the bread knife 
only to encounter the serviettes, or bump 
my foot against a cupboard thinking 1 was 
heading towards the fridge. The strangest 
thing is every time this happens 1 am taken 
by surprise, because in those few seconds 
it seems as if by magic the drawer has 
disappeared and 1 am back in Bolivia, where 
I was born, or Germany, where I was raised 
- as if the moves never happened and time 
has compressed into a single moment. And 
1 imagine that 1 have a choice, that I can 
choose to remain where 1 am or return to 
where 1 imagined I was. 

And then, just as 1 make my decision, 
the moment ends, and 1 find the drawer or 
cupboard I had been looking for and I go 
about my day, pleased with the choice 
1 have made. V 





BACKGROUND LONDON TOILE WALLPAPER BY TIMOROUS BEASTIES, AVAILABLE AT BLA K FABRICS (BLACKFABRICS.CO.ZA) 


PHOTOGRAPHS JUDD VAN RENSBURG 


THE BEAUTY OF WOOD 

THE LUXURY OF A CARPET 

These exquisite floor coverings offer endless design opportunities 


In recent years, there has been a huge trend towards wooden and 
laminated flooring systems. As a company that's always on the 
forefront of innovation, MONN has identified this as an opportunity 
to introduce a solution that will bridge the gap between traditional 
carpeting and contemporary hard flooring. This way, commercial and 
residential users will enjoy all the functional benefits of a carpet, but 
with the endless design potential that the slender MONN Plane tile 
modules hold. 

There are many benefits to soft flooring. Firstly, it offers better 
sound insulation. And because carpets capture dust particles, it 
also ensures improved air quality. Then of course carpets feel more 
comfortable to walk on and pose a smaller danger of slipping. 

MONN Plane carpet tiles are great for residential and commercial use. 


and because it's more flexible, the sub-floor preparation is less 
critical than what is required for Vinyl and Laminated flooring. 

But these are more than ordinary carpets. With their linear timber- 
like features, the MONN Plane range creates a contemporary wood 
design in attractive new creative proportions and scales. The range 
is available in eight colour variations, complemented by beautiful 
accent tiles. By combining colours and using different laying options, 
the design possibilities are endless. The use of Stain Proof Aquafil 
Nylon 6 ensures that your MONN Plane floor will remain exquisite for 
years to come. 

• MONN Plane available from February 201 5. 

• www.monn.co.za 
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WORDS NKOSINATHI SITHOLE 


The garage-turned-apartment in Empangeni that 
Nkosinathi has been renting has set him wondering 
where home really is. 


RECENTLY, I informed my landlord 

1 intend to move out. 1 have lived here only five months but 
1 feel as though 1 have overstayed my welcome. There is a lot 
amiss in this place, or about me staying in this place. By 'This 
place" 1 mean this garage-turned-apartment that 1 am renting, 
which 1 should be calling my home. But it's not really my home, 
even though 1 pay more than R 2 000 a month to live in it. 

Previously, 1 lived in a two-bedroomed apartment with 
my wife and two kids, but that was not my home either. 

Or was it? 

All this reminds me of a former professor of mine who 
had been struck by the many migrant labourers who'd 
lived in Johannesburg for years but still spoke of home as 
somewhere else. In some ways 1 am a migrant labourer too. 

1 did not, however, leave my wife and kids "at home". My wife 
is a migrant labourer in her own right. Except she gets to live 
with our boys. 

1 remember the day 1 came to scope out this place. The 
first thing that struck me was the fencing. There is none. There 
are two perimeter entrances, neither of which have ever had 
a security barrier. This worried me quite a bit and prompted 
an enquiry regarding overnight parking. 1 was concerned 
about my car being stolen, and also the fact that parking in 
an unsecured place would hike my insurance premiums. And 
so 1 was offered a spot behind my landlord's in the garage, 
next to my apartment. From locked gate to locked garage 
equals premium reduction. Talk about good news. 

It was the most affordable apartment 1 could find, and that 
was very important because for the previous eight months 
we had been living in a very spacious two-bedroomed flat for 
free! Yes, for free. (Some people say blacks like freebies, and if 
that is the case then 1 am not black for nothing.) So when 1 was 
suddenly called upon to spend money on rent, 1 set out to find 
the smallest and cheapest place available. 

So why am 1 leaving? Is it because my landlord yelled at 
me? No. 1 hope not, although his roared, "Don't park your car 
on my lawn, please!" still rings in my mind. He yelled this after 
1 had explained to him that my car was only parked there until 
he arrived and parked his car in the garage, at which point 
1 would park behind him and my wife's car would be parked 
where mine was at that moment. 

Is he even aware that every time 1 shower 1 have to mop 
up the water that has flowed into my room? Is he aware that 
when 1 pull the plug out of the kitchenette sink the dirty 



DID YOU KNOW? 

1. Nkosinathi was born in Hlathi Khulu, Estcourt, on 7 May 1975, 

2. The most unbelievable thing he has ever done, says 
Nkosinathi, is making up his date of birth. 

3. While research on exactly why we celebrate birthdays 
is sketchy, it seems the ancient Romans were the hrst to 
celebrate the dates of birth of family and friends. 

4. Nkosinathi lives in Empangeni in northern KwaZulu-Natal, 
because it's the nearest town to the University of Zululand, 
where he teaches English. 

5. He cites reading his own work as his weirdest habit. 

6. The publication of his novel Hunger Eats a Man (Penguin) 
is his most signihcant accomplishment to date. 

7. If he won the lottery - and depending on the sum involved 
- Nkosinathi says he would quit his Job and become a full- 
time writer. 
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water ends up on the shower floor? Does he know how 
much 1 resent a cold shower in the morning? 

1 feel really aggravated when 1 should be overjoyed 
because 1 have a special visitor: my wife. She's on leave 
and she wanted to be with me, or 1 wanted her to be with 
me, or both. It doesn't really matter. What does matter is 
that sometimes she complains that her colleagues go to 
Mauritius or Italy or France when they are on leave and 
she has to spend a week in my garage-turned-apartment 
in Empangeni. 

The man's attitude really has unsettled me and made me 
think. And when 1 think in my wife's presence, she accuses 
me of being serious or stressed. And in this context, those 
two words mean the same thing: that 1 am simply no fun to 
be around. 

"1 think he is jealous because we drive better cars than 
he does - especially you," 1 say. We debate this for a while 
and then my wife suggests that maybe he does this because 
1 am black. And this is really a possibility, because only a day 
or two ago his early-nineties-model Honda Ballade was 
parked in the very spot where 1 had parked my wife's Nissan 
Qashqai. And the other tenants, who are white, park their 
yellow Opel Kadette on the other side of the same lawn. 

Which makes me wonder if it's ever possible to eschew 
the race issue. Is my home here in Empangeni, or in Port 
Shepstone where my wife and kids live, or in Estcourt where 
our homestead and extended family are? 1 wonder. V 
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STREET LEVEL 



WORDS DYLAN CULHANE 


Having recently moved to the working-class suburb 
of Woodstock, the writer discovers the true meaning 
of life on the streets. 


A LITTLE OVER 
A YEAR AGO, 


I became a homeowner. Nothing majorjust 
a cute little one-and-a-half-bedroomed 
cottage in lower Woodstock that scraped in 
at my pitiful budget. Homeownership itself 
hasn't altered life too dramatically; 1 pay 
the bank instead of a landlord every month, 
and can paint my own damn walls whatever 
damn colour 1 like. 

There is one difference I've noted 
since dropping anchor on Devon Street: 

1 care a lot more about my neighbourhood. 
Naturally 1 keep an eye on socioeconomic 
developments in the vicinity as they pertain 
to the shifty notion of ''property value": 
a rawjuice bar opening up on the corner 
where a scrapyard once stood or a MyCiTi 
stop popping up just a block away gets my 
palms a-rubbing. A galaxy of shattered glass 
on the pavement, not so much. 

Now, I'm as guilty of not knowing my 
neighbours as the next serial apartment 
leaser. Though hardly antisocial. I'm not 
big on relationships based solely on an 
inescapable proximity. But Devon Street has 
claimed me as one of its own, and 1 feel like 
1 am part of a real South African community 
- in the pre-Facebook sense of the word. 

It really hit home after my home was hit, 
by a thief, that is. Some daring opportunist 
crept through an open gate and dashed off 
with my bicycle. While 1 ran around all over 
the place in search of the bastard, a posse 
congregated in the street outside my house 
and began piecing together the incident. Who 
saw what? What was he wearing? Which 
direction did he go? Uiltjie again? They were 
angry, distressed, determined. For days 
afterwards people checked in for any news, 
and reports of sightings kept trickling in. 


1 like the way that life plays out on the 
street. My house is tiny, and the living room 
isn't far at all from the tarmac. With the 
front door open - the way it has to be in the 
summer - the sound waves from the street 
float right into the living room and down the 
passage. Occasionally I'll recoil at the sound 
of an old man clearing his throat, a toddler 
screaming its head off, or a cat in the throes 
of whatever the hell it is they do. But for the 
most part 1 enjoy the auditory osmosis, as the 
public and the personal merge. Murmured 
natter and the odd passing car, punctuated 
by the shrieks of gulls and tyres and girls, 
underscored by some banging deep house. 

Afternoons are typically drenched in the 
merry cacophony of children riding bikes and 
skateboards, hitting balls with makeshift bats 
and kicking pap soccer balls to death. 1 find 
the babble carried on the breeze to be quite 
comforting, even amusing. 

In summer there's an unmarked ice- 
cream van that Pac-Mans its way through the 
streets blasting a wind-up music box version 
of "Strangers in the Night". 1 think it's creepy 
as hell, but the kids hunt it down regardless. 
Early in the morning 1 hear the percussive 
whoosh of the trains heading into town and 
if I'm awake when the sun rises I'll lie staring 
at the ceiling and meditate to the muezzin's 
far-off chant, or try to imagine what that dog 
in the distance might be trying to say. 

Saturdays sound different. There are more 
cars and any manner of accents as tourists 
descend in droves upon the Old Biscuit 
Mill for salmon latkes and pomegranate 
smoothies. Our street becomes a well- 
trammelled conduit to the area's most 
noteworthy attraction, and some of the older 
kids make a bit of cash parking the Audis and 
Range Rovers. It feels like a show day for the 
neighbourhood, and I'll admit to pangs of 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

1. Dylan was born in Cape Town in the summer 
of 1981. 

2. Fie lives in "colourful, chaotic, multicultural, 
and heaving with creative entrepreneurship" 
Woodstock. "Wedged between decay and 
rebirth, the abundant paradoxes keep me 
conscious and reflective, fuelling new ideas 
constantly," he says. 

3. Dylan loves to sit in the rocking chair on his 
front stoep listening to the sounds of the 
neighbourhood in lieu of watching TV. 

4. Flis most obscure hobby is collecting vintage 
Scouts merit badges. 

5. The most unbelievable thing he ever did 
was to return home from a trip to Mongolia 
without a single photograph. 

6. Mongolia in Central Asia is one of the least- 
densely populated countries in the world. 

Its lakes and rivers contain at least 50 unique 
species of hsh. 

7. Dylan counts a solo photography exhibition 
in London and posing for the cover of Eat Out 
magazine (2015 edition) as his most significant 
accomplishments to date. 

8. Follow him on Instagram (@dylanculhane) 
or visit dylanculhane.com. 
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smugness waltzing to the market and back in 
my plakkies with a loaf of artisanal bread and 
Spanish chorizo for breakfast - all in the time 
it takes an outsider to hnd a parking spot. 

Architecture for the most part seeks 
to shelter us, distance us from the din and 
danger of the street. 1 expect as 1 grow older 
that ideal will become more attractive. But for 
now 1 appreciate the social fluidity. I've found 
a community with whom I'm glad to share the 
street. When my radio is on or the washing 
machine churns or 1 clatter the dishes in the 
sink. I'm conscious of my part in the perpetual 
symphony. Closing my eyes to drink it all in 
from the stoep, my little old house seems 
a great deal bigger than it is. V 
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"It's all us" 

Many kitchen suppliers rarely venture beyond manufacturing carcasses and basic doors. At The Kitchen Studio, every single component of our kitchen and 
bedroom furniture is manufactured by us under one roof - which means that we are wholly responsible for your finished product and guarantees. You can be 
assured that your entire kitchen and bedroom - from door to moulding - has been touched by the same celebrated artistry and craftsmanship that has helped 
us remain one of South Africa's leading kitchen companies. 


Cape Town : 2 Highway Park, Northgate Estate • Tel: 021 510 8130 
Midrand: 324 Old Pretoria Road, Halfway House • Tel: 011 312 4060 
Sandton / Randburg: 20 Rhodes Street • Tel: 011 781 4888 
Umhianga: Urban Park Hotel, 60 Meridian Drive • Tel: 031 566 3412 New 
Durban: 1322 South Coast Rd, Mobeni • Tel: 031 462 7722 
Pinetown: Cnr. Old Main Rd & St John's Avenue • Tel: 031 709 6263 
Ballito Bay Mall • Tel: 032 586 1470 - Open on Sundays from 9am to 2pm 
X Ghana: 34 Spintex Rd, Accra • Tel: +233 207 591 313 
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www.osterwaldandsons.com 

021 511 1734 I info@osterwaldandsons.com | 2 Beach Road, Maitland, Cape Town 



LEDS-C4 



LIGHTING SHOWROOM 
Kramerville Design District 
Kramer Road 14, Kramerville 
Tel: 011 262 2817/9 


wwwjeds-c4.co.2a 


I @C4Leds 


^^€>C4Led5 ^1 


@Leds-C4 


Led5-C4 IS a Spanish manufacturer of the highest quality^ decorative indoor 
and outdoor lighting fixtures. These latest European designs are beautifully 
suited for all domestic, hospitality, and architectural applications. 










THE ULTIMATE CRIME BARRIER 


Trellidor Clear Guard is our virtualty invisible security barrier, designed to protect doors and windows from unwanted intruders. 
Engineered using an aluminium frame and high tensile steel mesh insert, it won’t compromise your security. Or ruin your view. 

For a free security assessment and quotation, call 0861 -TRELLIDOR (873554367) or visit www.trellidor.co.za 


Treilidof, Clear Guardn and The Ultimata Crime Barrier ace registered trademarks of Tretlicor (Pty) LimiletJ, 





IT'S ALL YOU COULD EVER IMAGINE 



ON DESROCHES LIFE IS DIFFERENT... 

Time doesn't move from hour to hour, but mood to moment. 
We live by the currents, plan by the tides, and follow the sun. 


CONTACT us FOR OUR FANTASTIC SOUTH AFRICAN RESIDENTS SPECIALS 


Tel; •¥27 82 496 4570 E-mail; reserv3tjDn52@>desroches-island.com 
www.desroches-island.com 
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LIGHTEN UP 



^j<^REEN BUILDING COUNCIL 
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no ahshutter 

UOOU7488837 

www.americanshutters.co.za 

info@amencanshutters.co.za 


For complete control of light, ventilation and 
privacy, AMERICAN shutters® has the 
widest range of quality timber and security 
shutters on the market. 

Manufactured and installed to exacting standards, our shutters 
and blinds are ideal for any space in the home, from living rooms 
to bedrooms, kitchens to bathrooms, or patios to braai rooms. 
Available in various styles, shapes, finishes and eco-friendly 
material, let AMERICAN shutters® lighten up your life. 

AMERICAN 


shutters 


Your Window to Design 
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Making the switch fronn city dwellers to rural landowners was 
a topsy-turvy affair that took patience and commitment, says 
Libby de Villiers, but it was all worth it. 

PHOTOS ELSA YOUNG PRODUCTION RETHA ERICHSEN WORDS LIBBY DE VILLIERS 
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WINELANDS FA M I LY V E NT U R E | Vlji 




hen we fell in 

love with this Stellenbosch 
farm and decided to make it 
ours, we had no idea what the 
future held. 

The beginning was hard. 

We sometimes wished we had 
never started it at all, but we 
gave it our all and in return this 
small and precious piece of 
land has given us more than 
we ever could have wished for. 

When we happened 
upon it, Chatford was a run- 
down fruit farm with three 
ramshackle cottages, a small 
pristine forest, a river, a dam, 
fruit trees, pine windbreaks 
and a beautiful old oak avenue. 

The first significant thing we 
did was to change the name 
to Kleinood. It was our way of 
taking ownership and making 
a commitment. Then, slowly, 
we went about learning to 
understand what the property needed and 
where we wanted to go with it. 

We built our first structure on the oak 
avenue and planted roses to ramble over 
it. We went there for picnics - to plan 
and dream. Later, it was the avenue that 
prescribed the footprint and scale of the 
winery, the house and the gardens. We 
nursed the old trees, planted fynbos on the 
dam walls, and started seeing vines and olive 
trees as we cleared the land to accommodate 
our madness. 

We built the winery in 2004 and made our 
first Tamboerskloof wine in 2005. There was 
no turning back. 

We had no idea how we were going 
to make the move from Tamboerskloof in 
Cape Town - which we loved - to Kleinood, 
a place we had started to love even more. 
Nonetheless, we began planning the house 
- first the site, then the lines in the sand 
followed by the endless drawings that always 


PREVIOUS SPREAD 

01 A corrugated iron goose cottage 
floats peacefully on a farm dam 
early in the morning. Kleinood is 
in the picturesque Blaauwklippen 
valley south of Stellenbosch. 

02 The winery, with Stellenbosch 
Mountain in the background, 
at sunrise. 

THIS SPREAD 

01 Libby stands on the stairs leading 
from the veranda. 

02 The house is built around a large 
courtyard for the sake of security 
and privacy. The kitchen, guest 
quarters and small chapel lead 
off this space, which also serves 
as an entertainment area. The 
wisteria against the back wall is 
the last to wake up after winter. 


started with the position 
of the veranda. 

Somehow, every- 
thing we did at 
Kleinood happened in 
a serendipitous, back-to- 
front fashion. We found 
doors and windows before 
we had begun drawing 
the house; and although 
the children were leaving 
the nest we wanted more 
space. We just made it up 
as we went along - with 
a dream to create a home 
from all the good things 
that gave us joy: travels, 
books, pictures and people. 

The gardening only 
started after we had moved 
into the partly completed 
house with extremely 
eccentric plumbing. 

January 2009 found 
me trying, in gruelling 
30-degree heat, to dig 
a hole with my old 
gardening spade in soil 
that had once been 
Blaauwklippen Road. 

The realisation of how 
unequipped I was reduced 
me to tears. 

Then an angel 
appeared in the guise of Boeta Michael 
Hendricks, who hails from the valley and 
knows it like the palm of his hand. He taught 
me patience. Nothing was impossible 
any more. 

We have worked side by side for seven 
years now to make a garden that is nowhere 
near perfect but is the only thing in my life 
that gives me as much pleasure as raising my 
children did and has given me every reason to 
wake up happy and thankful every morning. V 
• kleinood.com 


If you'd like to 
go on a tour of 
Kleinood with VISI 
and Saint-Gobain, 
gotoVISI.co.zafor 
details or e-mail 
events@visi.co.za. 
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THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT THING 
WE DID WAS TO CHANGE 
THE NAME TO KLEINOOD. 






MiBarmqBKSlMiffi 








ftr 





H-! 

S’ 

--W 

■I 

~|r 

^ i 

i 

i.t 

?] 

j 

19 

! 

h|] 







H 

IL- ^ 



Emi 


M ^ill 

if' Vftili 

9 

I9B 






01 The kitchen is the heart of the honne.This is where the 
family cook, and eat most of the time. In the back it leads 
to the scullery and garage; to the right it opens onto the 
courtyard; and to the left it leads to the formal dining roomT^' 
The kitchen cupboards and the oversized couch were 
designed by Libby. All the other items were collected over 
many years or were wonderful gifts from friends. 

02 The upstairs landing that leads to the children's bedrooms 
also serves as a library for the ever-growing stash of books 
collected by the family. On the far side, light pours into the 
double-volume space through a linen room window. 


WINELANDS F A M I LY V E N T U R E 




01 The main bedroom is spacious and 
light, and without clutter or fuss. 
The large oak trees outside keep it 
wonderfully cool in summer. 

02 The veranda is actually an outdoor 
living room. This is the best place 
to spend long summer days, 

take afternoon naps, and even 
work -especially in the morning. 
It's furnished with old and new, 
bought and inherited objects. 
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THIS PRECIOUS PIECE OF LAND HAS 
GIVEN US MORE THAN WE EVER 
OOULD HAVE WISHED FOR. 


01 The balcony off the children's rooms overlooks the 
courtyard. The two wrought-iron cots make it a great 
place to sleep on hot summer nights. The birdcages and 
curtains are mainly there to keep owls from roosting on 
the rafters. 


02 The small bathroom upstairs has doors that open onto a balcony. 
White linen curtains let in light but also allow for some privacy. 

03 The clear glass inset in the shape of a cross allows for a special 
view of the mountainous backdrop from the chapel. 
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01 Wisteria and petria climb and tumble 
over an archway that divides the front 
garden into two distinct areas: roses, 

' trees and fynbos; and a more structured 
lavender garden and grove of very old 
olive trees. 

02 This sculpture of dancing figures was 
made specially for the farm by Aaron 
Dakana. They're structured and woven 
from alien plant materials, tree bark and 
found wooden objects. 


03 Thr^ ponds quietly introduce the larger 
* = body^^^r beyond. They are planted 

' - with water irf^s^ lilieVand lotuses that 
^J^aye^been grown from seed. - 

04 A bdttie Of^crisp-Kleinopd Kattrat^i^ - 





When load shedding is implemented, one house in an upmarket 
Johannesburg estate stands out in the dark, because its owner wants 
his children to know how the choices we make affect our planet. 


PHOTOS DOCK PRODUCTION ANNEMARIE MEINTJES WORDS LISA JOHNSTON 
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01 Indigenous plants have been chosen 
for the garden, resulting in a 33 % 
reduction in water requirements. 






01 Project manager Gustavo 
Norambuena in the 
battery room. 

02 The spiral concrete 
stairway, French oak 
flooring and raw 
brickwork combine to 
create an earthy anchor 
to the entrance space. 


rom the outside, the house 
in Waterfall Estate in Kyalami, 

Johannesburg is an aesthetically 
pleasing, upmarket suburban home 
with views of the estate's parks and 
dam to the west. A small blue sedan waits 
outside, ready for the school run, and the 
landscaped garden in front of the house Is 
in perfect trim. There's a lush vertical garden 
to the right of a fat wooden door, which 
slides open to welcome neighbours and 
friends. It's the perfect example of suburban 
charm and a great place to raise children. 

But it's when the lights go out - and by 
this we mean the dreaded load shedding - 
that the dwelling begins to reveal its rarity. 

While neighbours scrabble for candles and 
lamps or crank up loud, grizzling generators, 
it stands like a beacon of quiet, unblinking 
calm:There's no ungracious shunt between 
energy sources, no dip in the lights or blip 
in the television signal. 

The secret to its source of external (and internal) calm lies in a room 
to the rear of the garage filled with dozens of small white boxes, 
reminding one of scene from a James Bond movie. Although there are 
no flashing, bleeping buttons, the efficient tech behind the boxes, and 
in fact the whole house, would bring a broad smile to Q's stern British 
face - because unlike 007, this home is a model agent for change. 

The boxes house batteries, which store electricity produced by 
the photovoltaic solar panels from Sunfish Solar Electricity on the 
roof There's enough charge generated here to keep the house fully 
operational for two days with no sun. And that includes charging two 
Nissan Leafs - the world's first mass-produced 1 00% electric car. 

"The decision to build a completely environmentally friendly home 
stems from the owner's wish to teach his children a conscious way 
of living," says project manager Gustavo Norambuena. "He believes 
how you live your life is what children learn from you, and he wants 



them to know what's going on with the 
environment and how the choices we 
make affect the planet." 

In fact, just about every aspect of 
this home, which was designed by 
architectural designer Karissa Barnett 
and interior designer Amanda Barnett, 
is an example of off-grid living without 
the need for compromise on comfort 
or aesthetics. Every inch was designed 
for energy efficiency, starting from the 
foundations, where a high-density, load- 
bearing XPS polystyrene board was fitted 
below the ground-floor concrete slab to 
retain heat. Even the orientation of the 
house and the decision to use clay bricks 
to build cavity walls with an insulating 
polystyrene fill was with the best possible 
insulation in mind. 

Then there are the double-glazed 
windows and doors; an evaporative 
cooling system for summer; and 
a reverse-cycle air conditioner that keeps the house warm in winter, 
using a mere 4kW electricity an hour. The owner of the house is a part- 
owner of the air-conditioning company Climatron, which also installed 
the solar panels and heat pump. 

The plants are all indigenous, so the garden uses 33% less 
water than your average suburban garden, and there are vegetable 
and berry patches - all of which obtain their water from four large 
rainwater tanks tucked behind the house. 

As an agent for eco-friendly change, this home is in fine form. V 

• Karissa Barnett Design: karissa@icon.co.za 

• Amanda Barnett Design: amandabarnettdesign.com, 
amanda.barnett@live.com 

• Gustavo Norambuena: gustavo@vodamail.co.za 

• Climatron Projects (Pty) Ltd: climatron.co.za 
(project manager Byron Baty: byron@climatron.co.za) 
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01 A bright red cooker and stools 
add a fun, contemporary 
country feel to the kitchen. 


02 The children's bedrooms 
are themed to match their 
interests, in this case wildlife. 









01 A harlequin washstand, 
Charlie Chaplin print 
and purple walls add 
an eclectic touch. 


02 The house is so well 
insulated that a small 
free-standing fireplace is 
all that's needed to heat 
the large main bedroom. 



LITTLE-KNOWN LEAF FACTS 


The Nissan Leaf is a 100% electric, 
zero-emissions passenger car. 

Some 60% of the plastic used in the 
interior of the Leaf is recycled plastic. 
The Leaf makes so little noise while 
driving that Nissan engineers had to 
design quieter windscreen wipers too. 


The vehicle's 254 Nm of torque is almost 
instantly available because, unlike 
fuel-powered vehicles, the Leaf does 
not need to ratchet through the gears 
before delivering maximum power. 

Each Leaf is sold with a permanently 
installed home charging kit. 








and all things French. 
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hen we meet Jackie at 
her new office at the PJ Olivier Art Centre in 
Stellenbosch, ICs a week before the official 
launch of Salon 58. It's a very different 
environment to that of her former position as 
editor of C//e magazine In the Cape Town CBD. 
Yet here, in this town some 50 km from the 
Mother City, nestled among vineyards and 
mountains, surrounded by carefully chosen, 
exquisite furniture, it's hard to imagine more 
fitting surroundings for the next stage in this 
fashion doyenne's journey. 

"One of the first shows I attended when 
I started working for Elle as fashion director," 
says Jackie, "was a Dries van Noten show in 
Paris. It was at the Sorbonne, and I remember 


PREVIOUS SPREAD 

01 & 02 Jackie Burger's French-inspired 
office in what used to be the 
PJ Olivier Art Centre's music 
room is decorated with some of 
her favourite pieces from home. 

THIS SPREAD 

01 This desk was stripped of its pillarbox- 
red paint and reworked by artist Nelia 
de Wet, who owns a vintage shop 
called Gister in Somerset West. 

02 Nelia de Wet also had the armchairs 
and settee upholstered in old Italian 
linen, leaving edges frayed to 
resemble garment mock-ups. The 
handbag stools are repurposed 
antique needlepoint stools, and the 
sheepskins are sourced from the 
tannery in Prince Albert. 



walking, after the ostentatious shows at the 
carousel, into more humble surroundings. I just 
fell in love with the principle of design being 
hosted in an arts and culture environment." 

The PJ Olivier Art Centre is housed in 
a building that dates from 1 905 - it's one 
of Stellenbosch's historical beauties and 
has been declared a national monument. 

The centre's primary purpose is to offer art 
education to local learners from grades 1 to 1 2 
and to adults. 

Jackie's office, situated in what was 
previously a music room, celebrates all things 
French. There are armchairs reminiscent of 
1 8th-century French furniture and shelves 
filled with books on fashion and art. Jackie's 
small chinoiserie-style desk, dark brown 
with a touch of washed-out blue, was once 
pillarbox red. "I asked artist Nelia de Wet to 
rework it," Jackie says. "I told her blue is a very 
special colour for me, and she gave it the 
antique feel." 

The neutral upholstery on her armchair 
appears at first glance to be inside out, the 
seams and fraying visible, much like the first 
mock-up garment a designer creates on 
a mannequin."! want almost everything to 
represent a garment. This is old Italian linen; 

I wanted to have that kind of blank canvas." 

A week later, at the launch soiree for 
Salon 58, Jackie's eye for detail and organic 
yet keen sense of curation is on display. 

An installation by designer Nicholas Coutts 
greets guests as they come up the stairs: Flis 
hand-woven scarves are presented on plinths 
like the artworks they are. Across the hall, 
a collection of vintage kimonos curated by 
Karen Ter Morshuizen are displayed on easels. 
Drotsky, designer Elaine du Plessis'new label, 
treats guests to a fashion show. At every turn, 
the decor and fashion live in harmony with 
the art centre. 

"Besides the one-on-ones I will offer, 
one of the main purposes of the salon is 
to host these soirees," says Jackie. "It's like 
taking magazine content and presenting it 
in an experiential format by giving women 
a chance to meet the designers, and the 
designers a chance to meet the women." 

Jackie says a visit to Coco Chanel's Parisian 
salon served as inspiration for Salon 58. And 
here, in this place, we can't help but feel as 
though we are experiencing a most exquisite 
French magazine, reinvented in a totally 
South African way. V 
• salon58.co.za 
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I 01 "Style is when the inside 
r is as beautiful as the 

1 I outside"This Coco Chanel 

I quote, embroidered 

on an antique chair, 

I underpins a personal as 

well as the Salon 58 style 
philosophy. The pair of 
il vintage Chanel slingbacks 

^ were a gift from a friend. 

02 Two armoires, courtesy 
I of the Strand Trading 

I Post, host a curated 

selection of timeless 
J classics, including the 

quintessential LBD and 
' beautiful accessories from 

local designers. On the 
subtly distressed armchair 
, : is a Simon & Mary felt hat, 

j and a sheepskin ensures 

I comfort while trying on 

i ‘ a fine find from one of 

the armoires. 


A VISIT TO 
COCO CHANEL’S 
PARISIAN SALON 
SERVED AS 
INSPIRATION 
FOR SALON 58 
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Set in a nature reserve on the slopes ofTable Mountain is 
a se nsitivel y minimalist house inspired by Japanese Modern ism 
Pauline and Robert Mu tlow's home i s as spiritu ally and 
emotionally evocative as a haiku poem. 
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HOUT BAY MODERNIST HOME I vi^i 


“WE’RE BOTH 

MINIMALISTS, 

SAYS PAULINE 

MUTLOW 

ABOUT HER 

AND HER 

HUSBAND 

ROBERT’S 

DESIGN 

SENSIBILITY. 

"We wanted spaces undefined by walls 
and under one span of roof; we wanted 
a skeleton that would not compete with our 
surroundings because they are so beautiful. 

And we wanted to use as much in the 
way of local materials as possible. We were 
hugely inspired by the Japanese modernist 
Tadao Ando." 

As she speaks, Pauline absent-mindedly 
runs two fingers around the smooth, slightly 
uneven rim of a giant ceramic bowl, and the 
lemons it holds seem to grow more vibrantly 
yellow against the dark ceramic vessel with 
every turn. 

She's going back some 1 6 years, 
recounting the original vision she and Robert 
shared for their newly acquired stretch of 
pristine fynbos on the southern slopes of 
Table Mountain, overlooking the Atlantic 
Ocean. Back then, phrases such as "Japanese 
modernist" and "local materials" had yet to 
enter South Africa's architectural lexicon. And 
Tadao Ando, now considered the father of 
architectural haiku, was certainly not a name 
that rang many bells. 

Pauline and Robert were not fazed by this. 
"We're both very singular people - always 
have been," says Pauline. 

Such was the case when Pauline opened 



PREVIOUS SPREAD 

01 Pauline in her living room, where 
dark pine beams provide a sense of 
safety and solidity to the interior, in 
contrast with the ephemeral quality of 
the house thanks to its light footprint 
on the landscape. The glass-topped 
Noguchi coffee table was designed 
by sculptor Isamu Noguchi in 1 944. 
The loose-cover sofa is from Pauline's 
shop LIM and the two side tables are 
coffee trays from Ethiopia that have 
been fitted with extended legs. 


her minimalist shop LIM (Less Is More) in 
Cape Town's City Bowl in 1 996. At the time 
there was little in the way of mid-century 
modern decor or design on offer in the city, 
and LIM quickly earned itself a reputation as 
an innovative retail leader thanks to Pauline's 
slick, clean-lined furniture designs, elegantly 


THIS SPREAD 

01 & 02 The extensive use of glass means 
one can see straight through the 
house, downplaying its presence 
and enhancing the gravitas of 
the landscape. 


simple forms, neutral monochromes, and 
African tribal and Japanese Zen accents. 

If LIM is a showcase for Pauline's restrained 
yet evocative brand of Ando-inspired 
minimalism, then her home is its epitome. 
With the help of architect Andrew Meiring, the 
Mutlows created not just an Ando-influenced 
home but also one that captures his entire 
philosophical and aesthetic philosophy. 

The idea is to create an architecture that 
enables a profound experience with nature, 
both its beauty and its essential spirit, and the 
guiding principle is the creative use of natural 
light so as not to disturb the landscape. 

It's hard to imagine a more successful 
result. Swathes of glass bring in the 
surrounding fynbos, and roof-height 
picture windows showcase the dramatic 
backdrop of granite boulders to the degree 
that the building itself feels liberatingly 
inconsequential. A structural skeleton 
comprising three parallel rectangular spaces 
(one the guest wing, one the living area 
and one the private master suite) under 
an all-encompassing mono-pitch roof is 
both functional and serenely simple. It gives 
a sense of entirety and separation all at once 
- a feeling that is further enhanced by the 
strategic use of another Ando trademark: 
thick grey off-shutter concrete walls. 

Two such walls frame the house, defining 
the greater space without fully enclosing it. 
Poured in-situ, they are imprinted with the 
shutter frames' wood grain textures and bolt- 
marks and, because of how the concrete is 
poured and formed, when exposed to natural 
light they take on a luminous quality that is 
strangely dematerialising, if not transportive. 

These walls bear testimony to the 
quiet yet profound power of wabi-sabi, 
the Japanese art of embracing the beauty 
of imperfection, combining that which is 
humble with that which is beautiful over the 
natural progression of time. It's an aesthetic 
close to Pauline's heart. 

It's also very much present in the large, 
uneven ceramic bowl filled with lemons 
that she unthinkingly caresses as she speaks. 
Totally tactile, it makes redundant any 
connotations of minimalism as austere or 
clinical, and turns it into something evocative. 
This is the haiku effect, and it emanates from 
every corner of this house: turning a humble 
home into a sacred, even soulful, place. V 

• LIM, 86 Kloof Street, Cape Town 

• lim.co.za 
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01 The interplay between organic and slick 
textures and materials creates strong 
visual interest. Mid-century classics, 
like the Eames chair, synthesise the 
meeting of modernism and nature, and 
the Noguchi coffee table's wooden base 
against the concrete wall resonates with 
the greater forested setting. A few select 
African accents, such as the tribal cloth 
on the end of the linen sofa from LIM 
and the tableau of hand-carved tribal 
sculptures, are in sync with the overall 
ethos and reiterate a sense of place. 

02 The raised kitchen is very much part of 
the living area yet has its own distinct 
character. The custom-designed 
cupboards on castors make for 

easy cleaning. 

03 The ceramic bowls are all hand-made 
and from LIM. Kitchen appliances are 
stored behind a roll-up aluminium door, 
available at kitchen hardware suppliers. 

04 The modernist furniture designs, such as 
the dining table, are softened by natural 
materials. The rug is a reinterpreted 
kelim bought in Turkey. 




1 





01 The high picture windows and concrete walls are 
repeated in the main bedroom, where an organic 
sisal carpet provides warmth underfoot. The 
bedside cabinets and side stands are Pauline's 
designs. Both the lamp and the Adrinka cloth 
made in Ghana that's used as a bedcover are 
from LIM. 

02 The themes of gloss, glass and matt are carried 
through into the master bedroom's en-suite 
bathroom. Ceiling-height windows, like those in 
the living area, wash the space in ever-shifting 
natural light. A simple block of untreated timber 
serves as both a table and a focal point; the 
antique pewter bowl is from a Turkish bathhouse 
and introduces a sense of narrative. "Everything 
must tell a story," says Pauline. 
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01 Beyond the glass doors on the 

mountain side of the house, a walled 
outdoor lap pool area with a generous 
retractable awning becomes an indoor- 
outdoor extension. 


The dark wooden slatted wall feature 
and the awning's supportive frame 
are nods to Pauline and Robert's 
inspiration: Japanese architect 
Tadao Ando. They bought the white 
outdoor furniture in Spain. 


Indigenous succulents create a rich yet 
subtle visual statement, showcasing 
the nuanced beauty found in the most 
natural forms of unadorned simplicity. 
The wooden bench is from LIM. 



THE GUIDING PRINCIPLE IS 

THE CREATIVE USE OF NATURAL 
LIGHT SO AS NOT TO DISTURB 
THE LANDSOAPE. 








CAPE TOWN COMMERCIAL BUILDING 




This tastefully 
appointed 
office tower in 
central Cape 
Town deserves 
its green 
credentials. 


PHOTOS JAN RAS 
PRODUCTION SUMIEN BRINK 
WORDS TRACY GREENWOOD 
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n a dear day you can sea forever. 

Or so it seems when you're standing on the 
top floor of the new Portside building in the 
north-western block of Cape Town's CBD. 

The distinctive mesa-topped mass ofTable 
Mountain looms In the sky in one direction 
and then, if you turn your head, you find 
yourself looking at the curved blue swathe 
of the Atlantic stretching into the distance. 

At dose to 140 m high, Portside is the 
tallest tower in Cape Town's CBD and the 
seventh-tallest in the country. 

A joint venture between FirstRand Bank 
and Old Mutual, the R1 ,6 billion project ticks 
a number of green boxes. It was built with 
sustainability and responsible development 
in mind, and even existing trees on the land 
were retained. An efficient air conditioning 
system reduces energy costs, rainwater and 
grey water are collected for use in toilets, 
and recycled reinforcing steel was used in 
the construction. 

Even the azure double-glazed facade 
is there for a reason beyond the aesthetic: 
to maximise available natural light and 
reduce the need for artificial light sources. 

LED lighting is used throughout and motion 
sensors switch lights on and off as needed, 
further reducing energy consumption. 

In the parking basement there are 1 440 
bays, including 70 spaces dedicated solely for 
hybrid or alternative fuel vehicles, charging 
stations for electric vehicles, 70 motorcycle 
bays and ample safe bicycle storage, alongside 
changing rooms and shower facilities. 

Mixed use in the greatest sense of the 
word, the building has two separate entrance 
plazas, one for FirstRand Bank on one side 
of the building and the other for Old Mutual 
on the opposite side, and the ground floor 
comprises a vibrant mix of cafes, coffee bars 
and restaurants, all open to the public. 

The internal aesthetics on the FirstRand 
side are a study in harmony. Clean lines, 
natural textures and wood tones contrast 
with the steel and glass of the structure. 


PREVIOUS SPREAD 

01 The 32-storey Portside's fully glazed 
facade gives lightness to its mass and 
maximises the panoramic views. 

02 Geometric forms have influenced 
pursuits such as map making and 
construction for centuries. With a nod 
to medieval navigational chart makers, 
geometric designs have been 
introduced in the Sky Plaza. 

THIS SPREAD 

01 The drawers of this Fusion chest from 
Weylandts with its geometric patterns 
hold some unexpected surprises, 
guaranteed to evoke a smile. 

02 Sanja Murray tickles the ivories of the 
grand piano in the Sky Plaza on the 
eighth floor. The occasional chair and 
couch are by Comfort Creations. Black 
Sheep Interiors sourced the lighting, 
rugs and decorative elements. 


Workstations are compact and business- 
as-usual, but the changes are rung in the chill- 
out spaces on every floor. Coffee machines, 
armchairs, board games, soundproof booths, 
balloon-inspired beanbags and even a pool 
table add an unexpected air of fun. Bold 
colours and patterns add a vibrant look and 
feel while harmonising with the clean lines 
and natural textures that are at the heart of 
the building's interior design philosophy. 

But that's not all. There are "scrum" areas, 
a professionally equipped staff restaurant 

- it would be criminal to call it a canteen - 
complete with a vast open-air patio, and even 
a wellness centre offering some of the best 
views to work out to in the Mother City. 

All things considered, it's little wonder 
Derick Flenstra from dhk Architects calls this 
structure "a timeless 21st century building 

- a modern classic". And it's no surprise the 
Portside has been awarded a 5 Star Green 
Star SA certified rating by the Green Building 
Gouncil SA, making it the greenest tall 
building in South Africa. V 

• dhk.co.za 














01 A human-centred design approach, 
whereby staff are provided with 
choice and control over where and 
how they work, is evident here in the 
multi-use Library. 

02 The Games Room, which features 
balloon-shaped bean bags 
imported by Black Sheep Interiors, 
is where staff get to collaborate 

in a lighthearted environment. 

The acoustic felt strip panels are by 
Paul Smit for Weaver's World. 

03 The couch, chair, coffee table and 
occasional table in this relaxation 
space are by Comfort Creations. 

The rug is by Yen Creations. 

04 A study space with breath-taking 
views. The desk, chair and decor 
elements are from Weylandts. 




01 This striking mural is by Gerhard Marx 
and the Dragnet chairs, designed by 
Kenneth Cobonpue, are from Weylandts. 

02 The Acousto high-back seats in the staff 
dining room are by Comfort Creations 
and the hand-blown glass plates on the 
wall are by Red Hot Glass. 

03 The BuzziBooth acoustic work booth 
and BuzziPlants screen provide sound 
insulation in an open-plan space. 
BuzziSpace acoustic products are 
imported by Love Office Life. 

04 All aesthetic elements take into account 
the wraparound views. Scatter cushions 
and ornaments were sourced by Black 
Sheep Interiors. 
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01 The bespoke boardroom table in a glass 
cubicle at the far end of the Sky Plaza is 
by Nowa. 


02 Early maritime navigational techniques 
inspired the design concept for the 
Portside building. Portolan charts, 
medieval nautical maps based on 
compass directions and estimated 
distances, are clearly referenced. 


03 The geometric forms found on 
early nautical charts are peppered 
throughout the building. Artworks, 
local beading, meeting room decals 
and other artefacts were sourced by 
The Framing Company. 


FNB INHOUSE DESIGN TEAM LUISA FREITAS (INTERIOR DESIGN) GREG TEMLETT (SPACE PLANNING) 













FISHERHAVEN SEASIDE COTTAGE 




01 In Fisherhaven, behind a sheltering 
gabion wall peeps a sleek, modern 
prefab holiday home. The wall and 
roofed terrace help to extend the living 
area outwards, in the words of designer 
Philip Nel of Inizio Homes, and ground 
the otherwise light, almost floating 
steel-and-glass-box structure. 



EAT 


This tiny custom-made prefab weekender reinvents the coastal 



cottage as a sleek, Scandi-style floating box, cutting budgets 
and environmental impact while delivering on design. 


PHOTOS GREG COX / BUREAUX PRODUCTION SVEN ALBERDING 
WORDS GRAHAM WOOD 





It is clad in low-maintenance fibre cement 
sheeting and profiled Chromadek sheeting, 
which is traditionally used for roofing. 

"As a holiday house, it had to be low- 
maintenance," says Philip. "Design-wise, it 
had to be more relaxed than a permanent 
residence.'To facilitate the outdoorsy lifestyle 
for which the area is known, Philip included 
indoor-outdoor areas. "The main bedroom has 
sliding doors so you can step straight onto 
the lawn. We added a big roofed terrace and 
gabion wall at the front to extend the living 
area. The gabion wall obscures neighbouring 
houses and provides privacy. "If you stand 


isherhaven's calm 
lagoon, indigenous-plant- 
covered dunes and beautiful mountain 
backdrop remain, if not undiscovered, largely 
undisturbed. This in spite of being on a strip 
of Western Cape coastline known for its 


refining his designs and approach ever since. 
Through Inizio Homes, Philip now offers 
his clients a complete turnkey service from 
architectural design to construction. 

Prefabricated construction is perfect for 
remote spots like Fisherhaven because most of 
the com ponents are manufactured in a factory 
and delivered to the site ready to assemble. 
The construction process is quick and clean, 
and has far less impact on the environment 
than conventional building. Philip has also 
developed a precast concrete foundation 
system that guarantees the strength of the 
home's base. Between the lightness of the 


popular beaches, glamorous golf courses and 
imposing seaside mansions. 

By and large, the town's architecture tends 
towards the conservative. Show-off villas don't 
really feature. One of the reasons might be the 
prohibitive cost of getting building materials 
there and of finding the skills to build anything 
ambitious. Clients of industrial designer Philip 
Nel of Inizio Homes found Fisherhaven's off- 
the-beaten-track appeal perfect for the kind of 
prefabricated construction he has pioneered. 

Originally specialising in furniture, Philip 
branched out into custom-prefab home 
design while investigating building his own 
house. That was in 2008, and he's been 


structure (about 10% of the weight of bricks 
and mortar) and the foundation, the prefab 
construction method is particularly well suited 
to tricky conditions, for example, where soil 
quality is poor. It also means it's possible 
to push the envelope design-wise without 
blowing the budget. "Most of the places we 
do are custom designed," says Philip. 

In many ways, Philip's design took its 
inspiration from Scandinavian summer homes, 
known for their simplicity, but also for their 
warmth and stripped-down comfort. 

The main section of the house is a modern 
box with double-glazed doors and windows 
to let in the light, and views to the north. 


inside the house, you can see over the 
gabions," says Philip, "but from the street you 
can't see into the house." 

The back of the house has small, high- 
level windows, so there are no significant 
openings from that side. "That's partly for 
privacy," says Philip, "but also because of the 
wind." Fisherhaven can be quite blustery, so 
the southern side of the house had to be 
more sheltered than the north. 

Inside, the design reprises the 
Scandinavian simplicity of the exterior. The 
restraint keeps it relaxed and unfussy, just 
what you want from a seaside retreat. V 
• inizio.co.za 
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01 Philip and Lisa Nel on the terrace with 
its butterfly roof made of pine and 
Chromadek sheeting. 

02 Monochromes, whites, creams and 
natural bleached wood predominate 
in the living area. The furnishings, like 
the pallet coffee table on castors, are 
deliberately minimalist. The prints on 
the wall and the enamel-on-resin 
artwork Dog Boy are by artist Frank 
van Reenen. 



FISHERHAVEN SEASIDE COTTAGE 


THE RESTRAINT KEEPS IT RELAXED 
AND UNFUSSY, JUST WHAT YOU 
WANT FROM A SEASIDE RETREAT. 
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01 The kitchen is almost industrial in its simplicity, taking 
its cue from the steel finishes of the appliances. It has 
just what you need, says Philip, and no more - perfect 
for a weekend getaway. The two Ashanti chairs with 
white polymer weaving from Weylandts suggest the 
seaside context without being overt. 


02 The flooring consists of shutterply cut into floorboards 
and varnished. The dining table was made using the 
Opentop system by Amoq - a set of metal table legs 
and webbing belts that clamp onto any plank, in this 
case a piece of sanded plywood. The tub chairs, called 
CS31 , and the Fox-Bar bar stools are from Chair Crazy. 








01 The bathroom walls are 
painted metallic silver. One 
wall is glass and slides open 
completely to give access to 
the outdoor shower, where 
a screen provides privacy. 


02 In the main bedroom, a 
futon gives a hint of 
Japanese minimalism. 
Because it is a holiday 
home, there wasn't the 
need to clutter the rooms 
with storage, leaving them 
open and calming to the 
eye. The pillows are from 
Skinny laMinx and the rug 
from Country Road. 





FISHERHAVEN SEASIDE COTTAGE 
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IN MANY WAYS, THE DESIGN 
TOOK ITS INSPIRATION FROM 

SCANDINAVIAN SUMMER HOMES. 




viji I CAPE TOWN DESIGN STUDIO 


A NEW LEASE ON 



LIFE 

The Haas Collective's new inner-city 
design and advertising studio cum 
coffee spot was a neglected shell until 
three visionaries realised its potential. 


PHOTOS MICKY HOYLE PRODUCTION SUMIEN BRINK 
WORDS SAM WOULIDGE 
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01 The exterior of 1 9 Buitenkant Street has been 
restored to much more than its former glory. 


02 The bar and coffee counter behind which Prosper 
Dhlodhio, Francois Iryine and Mandia Mkandla are 
standing is made of salvaged wood. A Persian carpet 
offers a splash of colour against antique chairs, 
some upcycled and others bearing the markings 
of having been battered by time and history. I . 
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Vt5i I CAPETOWN DESIGN STUDIO 


HAVE 
SUCH A 
FONDNESS 
FOR THIS 

SPACE ” 

Francois Irvine 

admits tenderly, referring to the building on 
Buitenkant Street that dates from 1 902 and 
now houses Haas. "It's like someone you have 
seen naked, someone you have known at 
their most vulnerable, someone stripped bare. 
You see, I know and love every corner of this 
building because I've had my hands on it." 

No. 1 9 Buitenkant Street, opposite the 
imposing fapade of Cape Town Central Police 
Station, stood in a state of disrepair for many 
years until it was bought by Haas Collective's 
Francois Irvine, Francois deVilliers and Glynn 
Venter, who were looking to relocate their 
design, advertising and coffee business from 
the Bo-Kaapto inner-city Cape Town. 

Nine months of gutting, renovating and 
decorating later, the building was transformed. 


"On the surface, everything looked OK," 
Francois recounts, "but as soon as we started 
chipping away at the walls, sheets of cement 
fell off. When we lifted the big green floor tiles 
we found layers of Novilon, which we lifted, 
but then we found a layer of crumbling 
concrete and when we lifted that we found 
bedrock with rusting pipes and electrical 
wiring lying in water." 

"At which point did you become 
disheartened?"! ask him. "Every morning!" he 
laughs. "But we persevered." 

Working non-stop for nine months, the 
three men's own blood, sweat and tears are 
now part of the building's DNA. 

Originally built to house a fabric ware- 
house, the building has also served as a cafe, 
a lawyer's office and a notorious nightclub 
called La Fiesta. It has now been reinvented as 
a creative hub and stylish cafe. Its dark grey 
exterior walls and an interior of muted grey 
hues promise sophisticated conversations and 
hint at flights of fancy, but Francois believes 
these walls still hold their memories. 

Grey, it has been said, is the colour of 
a whisper, and it is entirely possible to believe 
in whispering walls when ensconced in the 
warmth of Haas. There is much murmuring in 
terms of sound and colour and soft textures. 


The decor is voluptuous and luxurious, but 
it is saved from decadence by glimpses of 
industrial functionality. "When it came to the 
interior design, budgetary constraint was the 
deciding factor," Francois says. "We had just 
bought the building, so we could not wilfully, 
wastefully go out and buy new things. We 
were conscious of reusing what we had in 
a clever way. Wooden tables were made from 
old beams and metal scraps, and chairs were 
upholstered in fabric I'd hoarded for years. We 
used what we had." 

And the feeling of the place is not one of 
frugality. "In my design, my natural tendency is 
toward voluptuousness, but here it was very 
much a concern to not appear too decadent, 
to allow for the functionality of the space to 
come into its own. But I did want there to be 
touches of flamboyance." 

Francois is quick to point out that his 
partners Francois de Villiers and Glynn Venter 
were also instrumental in the look and feel. 

"I would put an idea forward and they would 
generally agree with it. Once or twice 
someone said he simply couldn't live with 
an idea or a piece of furniture, and I'd let it go. 
Not once was there a serious disagreement. 
We constantly marvelled at how the three of 
us, all creative minds, could work together so 
harmoniously. We respect one another, and 
I suppose that's the basis for any working 
relationship or friendship: mutual respect." 

The result of this creative collaboration is 
one of authentic glamour. There is velvet and 
steel and wood and crystal and glass. There is 
porcelain and paintings; there are animal 
heads and a taxidermy hare watching over 
the space. All of which Francois says reflects 
our history. 

"Many South Africans grew up in homes 
filled with hunting trophies. The taxidermy at 
Haas is a reflection of our heritage. Designers 
often try to replicate other worlds, feeling 
flattered when they are told their design is so 
Sydney, or so New York. People have walked 
into Haas and said admiringly, "Oh, it's so New 
York, so Meatpacking District. I understand 
their intention is to flatter, but I never once 
thought to recreate something other than 
what we know. What I tried to create, literally 
using what we had, was something that was 
true to the building, true to ourselves." 

And he did; the approving stare of the 
hare and the murmurs of the whispering 
greys attest to that. V 
• haascollective.com 







01 Coffee is served by 
Mandia Mkandla. 


02 The high ceilings and 
expansive interior allow 
for the space to be both 
cafe and gallery. Objects 
and artworks - such as 
the large oil painting 
Sex + Money by Anina 
Deetlefs - are for sale, 
and the eclectic seating 
areas invite you stay 
a while, enjoy the good 
coffee and immerse 
yourself in the beauty. 
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IT HAS NOW BEEN 

REINVENTED AS 

A CREATIVE HUB 
AND STYLISH CAFE. 


01 The French-style chairs are hand-made 
and were sourced in Egypt. Once in 
Cape Town, they were cleaned and 
stripped, and some were reupholstered 
whereas others have remained 
authentically tattered and torn. Old 
school chairs offer alternative seating, 
comfortable in the familiarity. 


02 A weathered old workmans bench 
and well-worn pewterware serve as 
a contrast to the beautifully curated 
delicate objects d'art and pretty cakes 
under glass domes. 
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01 The boardroom is one of Francois's 
favourite spaces at Haas. An 1 8-seater 
table made of reclaimed wood and 
salvaged metal beams fills the space, 
„which can be hidden from view by a 
■ screen drawn closed. The photograph 
onThe far wall is by Krisjan Rossouw. 


02 A predominantly grey palette was 
used to create a moodily dark and 
comforting atmosphere. The artwork 
^■-'b^n tMe'wall behind Mark Rautenbach 
is titled Limina 5; it's part of a series 
of five paintings by Vanessa Berlein 
called "Disengagement". 
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01&02 Standing next to the 
Instagram sweet picture-taking spot, 
marked by a pair of footprints, is artist 
Kurt Pio taking a snap of his work on 
the wall while his Gem range of 
p paintings dazzles behind him. 




A dilapidated warehouse in C:ape Town's’ Churph Street has been 
■ turned into a gorgeous new art gallery, Smith Studio - which 
opened* its doors with a solo exhibition by Kurt Pio: 
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A photographer, avid art collector and 
business whizz with an accounting back- 
ground, she knew the old pakhuis in Cape 
Town's Church Street would be in need of 
very special attention. Not to mention vision. 

After buying it on auction with her 
husband William and business partner 
Andrew Bonamour, Candace immediately 
called her friend Amy, an art history graduate 
fresh from a curating stint in Edinburgh, to 
partner with her as the gallery's curator. So 
Smith Studio was born, the name referring 
to Candace's surname as well as to a crafter, 
a maker of things. Smith is also a common 
surname, easily attachable to other names 
like exhibitions and artists' names without 
stealing the show. 

Next, they called in the experts to help 
reimagine their long, narrow space. And 
who else but heritage specialists Gawie 
and Gwen Fagan would ensure every little 
bit of the building's history is honoured 
and restored to its former glory? Architects 
Reanne Urbain and Alex McGee gave it all 
a fresh and contemporary polish-up. 

"We wanted the best of both worlds," 
says Gandace: "amazing art by new and 
established local artists as well as a beautiful 
destination gallery." 

Something Amy is especially mad about 
is the restored glass-front doorway, which is 
large enough to let in not only a car but also 
the First Thursdays art-loving crowd once 
a month. 

"I look forward to all the possibilities 
the door presents," says Amy: "Imagine large 
functions or exhibition openings stretching 
out of the door and onto the cobbled street." 

When Amy's not dreaming of Smith 
Studio's future ventures, her scouting eye 
is on the lookout for new talent. Once she's 
set her sights on an artist, it's a matter of 
guidance and support before they work 
towards a show together. 

"Many artists have a background in 
illustration and want to move forward, try 
different mediums, change certain styles 
or simply grow. That's where I come in," 
says Amy. 

And the upstairs area with its lovely light 
and sash windows? "It's offices now, but 
our dream is that it will eventually become 
an exhibition space," says Gandace. 

At the rate this duo is making dreams 
come true, it's just a matter of time. V 
• smith St udio.co.za 


is a dream come 
irue for two Mather Cky friends and business 
partners: Nol only have Candace Marshall- 
Smith and Amy Ellenbogen turned their love 
for art into a business by launching their 
very own art gallery. Smith Studio, but they 
have also given a 250-year-old double-storey 
warehouse a fabulous new lease on life. 

And is launching their dream venture 
with Kurt Pio's delectable works of art 
not just the cherry on top? Think gilded 
surfboards and prints of bright yellow 
granadilla lollies against exposed old brick 
walls, and you get the picture of his "I love 
Gape Town" show. 

Gandace is the first to admit it was 
quite a journey to get where they are. 


01 Amy Ellenbogen and Candace 
Marshall-Smith. 

02 On a First Thursdays evening in the 
Mother City, when art galleries stay 
open until 9 pm, art lovers pour in and 
out of Smith Studio in Church Street. 
Note the previous tenant's vintage 
brand inscription on the wall. 

03 The splendidly restored teak front 
door, once the entrance to a car 
showroom, entices art lovers inside to 
view Kurt's granadilla lolly prints and 
gold surfboards. 
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THEY CALLED IN THE EXPERTS TO 
HELP REIMAGINE THEIR LONG, 
NARROW SPACE. 




01 The glass doors to the courtyard slide 
open completely and visitors can step 
out onto new slate flooring - and into 
rain - to admire Kurt Pio's artwork from 
the outside. 

02 Inside the corrugated iron and glass 
courtyard, eyes are pulled up past 
the reflections of city buildings in 
the new windows to enjoy clear 
blue skies. 

03 Flanked by Kurt's depictions of 

De Waal Park gates and his reworked 
vintage malachite and copper 
surfboards is the gallery's new 
sunken courtyard, providing a long 
and narrow space - typical of Cape 
Town's early warehouses - with lots 
of natural light and ventilation. 














SHE KNEW THE OLD PAKHUIS WOULD BE 
IN NEED OF VERY SPECIAL ATTENTION. 



01 Light streams into the office space 
from the airy courtyard. The flooring 
was designed by Amy's father, 
Nicholas Ellenbogen, and crafted 
from the building's original Oregon 
pine floorboards. 

02 Leading to the upstairs offices is this 
fully restored teak staircase - a couple 
of its leaded glass windows and 
panes the only modern replacements. 



MASTER CLASS 


BISHOPSCOURT, WESTERN CAPE / R25 MILLION 

This superior famiiy home offers iuxury iiving in a prime iocation. 


Bishopscourt is synonymous with luxury 
and style, and has historically been accepted 
as the best that money can buy. Not only 
because of the sweeping mountain backdrop 
or the fact that it is totally protected from the 
summer southeaster winds, but also because 
it's conveniently located near the city centre. 


This secure family home has been 
tastefully modernised to create excellent flow 
from the open-plan reception rooms to the 
large undercover entertainment patio and 
the established garden. 

The property comprises an impressive 
formal lounge and dining room, a family/ 


TV room, a games room, a second lounge 
area and study, as well as a fully fitted 
modern kitchen. The four double bedrooms 
all boast air con, and the main bedroom has 
a his and hers en suite bathroom. 

Double garaging, staff quarters and 
a security system complete the picture. 


AGENTS WEB ACCESS 

Myrna Duveen 082 443 841 7 myrna.duveen@pamgolding.co.za KW1 1 94241 

Christiaan Steytler 082 658 0071 christiaan.steytler@pamgolding.co.za 
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PAM GOLDING PROPERTIES 


URBAN STYLE 

V&A WATERFRONT, WESTERN CAPE / R24 MILLION 



This fine apartment boasts views over the canal, the 
city centre and Table Mountain. 

Spacious, inspiring and inviting, this unparalleled penthouse sports 
a private outdoor swimming pool and deck, and is situated at the 
highest possible elevation at the V&A Waterfront. 

Wraparound views of the canal, the city centre and the mountains, 
plus easy access to world-class shopping, five-star hotels and 
fabulous eateries are the hallmarks of this most desirable property. 

This centrally situated penthouse, which enjoys robust security 
and top-class maintenance, is one of only 1 7 in this highly successful 
Waterfront development of more than 500 units. 

There are three comfortable en suite bedrooms with an abundance 
of light and views throughout. One bedroom is currently used as 
a study alongside the swimming pool and deck. The semi-open-plan 
kitchen leads to a reception room and semi-enclosed patio. There is 
also a guest cloakroom, a laundrette and a balcony. 


AGENTS 

Lynn Finn 083 631 4890 lynn.pinn(5)pamgolding.co.za 
Paul Levy 083 300 3001 paul.levy@pamgolding.co.za 
Mariel Burger 082 372 2573 mariel.burger@pamgolding.co.za 

WEB ACCESS PR1 046273 
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STATELY ABODE 



This spectacular riverside home is an entertainer's dream. State-of- 
the-art technology with full surround sound, a classic bar and a wine 
cellar complement the elegant reception rooms. 

The double stand features cascading koi ponds plus a large north- 
facing deck with views over the river, swimming pool, lapa and 
Jacuzzi. There is a separate gym with aqua massage, tanning facility, 
steam room and sauna, and a cottage with kitchen, lounge and 
dining area - ideal for visiting family or friends. 

The home includes a study, four fireplaces, air conditioning, 
underfloor heating, a cinema and double staff accommodation. 

Dainfern Valley is a well-established security estate with tree-lined 
walkways, parks and beautiful, well-maintained gardens. 


AGENTS 

Sue Ralph, 082 892 8772 sue.ralph@pamgolding.co.za 
Brenda Gilbert 083 251 4452 brenda.gilbert(g)pamgolding.co.za 

WEB ACCESS FW1 173035 







PAM GOLDING PROPERTIES 


GRAND SPACES 

PARKTOWN NORTH, GAUTENG / FROM R7.5 MILLION 



This designer home is perfect for entertainers and socialites. 


Spectacular double-volume spaces open up through large stacking 
doors onto a generous covered patio, complete with a heated pool 
and garden for sensational year-round entertaining. The entrance hall 
boasts views of the garden and pool. Screed and hardwood flooring, 
double glazing, under-floor heating and a well-appointed gourmet 
kitchen serve to enhance this unique modern home. 


The living area, comprising lounge, dining and kitchen areas, boasts 
two fireplaces. There are four double bedrooms (two are en suite) and 
the main bedroom with full en suite bathroom opens up onto a private 
deck. The second and third bedrooms, which share a bathroom, open 
up onto the garden. There are also three garages, staff quarters and 
a state-of-the-art security system. 


AGENTS WEB ACCESS 

Shirley Finnemore 082 881 481 8 shirley.finnemore@pamgolding.co.za HP1 204768 

Byron Thomas 072 324 391 6 byron.thomas@pamgolding.co.za 
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New Range of Bathroom Accessories just arrived 



Redefining your choke. 

Yes, we offer sound advice, wide variety, great service and value-for-money but we offer something more, product. 
Olivari, Groel, Basana, Mandelli, Oro&Oro and Formani world class handles: all brands top of the game, and for a 
reason — when all the hype is said and done... It is the product that counts. 

Handles Incare specialists in: Imported Handles, Home Accessories and Ironmongery. 


CT. 021 422 2322 • JHB. 01 1 32S 2555 • KZN. 031 5846649 • Somerset West 021 8500047 • www.hantllesinc.CO.za 







Don’t miss SA’s pop-up treasure trove 
of handcrafted creativity! 



23-27 APRIL 2015 

ST JOHN^S COLLEGE, HOUGHTON 

Itgiti 9-5 Thu ITS /Sun /Mon and I'n/Sai lill 7piii 


7 -10 MAY 2015 

GAPE TOWN CITY HALL 

From 9-5 I'hurs/Sun and Fri/Sat till 7pni 


RSO at mv^v;fikco /nia (as uell as students and jx^nsione'i's) 

R70 ai the 



kamcr??\io].com j faf^bnok..cQm/ka]iif;i's\nl 

T\viiu.t& litstagram; @kairat’rs\tJ 
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DESIGN THAT 
.MAKES A, 4 
DIFFERENCE 






^ INSPIRED BY DOGS 

My Dog will guard your keys! 
Made in Hamburg, Germany 
the shiny lacquered metal dog 
pendant is attached to a key ring 
by a short leather leash. The 
pendant is available in six breeds. 
• philippi.com 


Totem Dog, flat-packed but ever 
alert and a faithful companion 
to his master! It's made in 
Amsterdam of poplar plywood or 
medium-density fibreboard, and 
sold online and from the Studio 
ROOF brand store in Eindhoven. 

• studioROOF.com 




NO 


BECAUSE 

AMBIENTE 2015 IS AN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIR 

The world's leading consumer goods trade fair was a totally international 
affair this year. Ambiente Frankfurt featured 481 1 exhibitors from 
94 countries and welcomed 1 35 000 trade visitors from 1 52 countries. 

It would have been great to see every shop owner, buyer, product developer and manufacturer in South 
Africa at Ambiente, but there is always next year, when it will be held from 12 - 16 February 2016. 

• messefrankfurt.com 





WORDS ANNEMARIE MEINTJES 


/ 


^ FOR SMART KIDS 

Wild & Soft is a Belgian 
company that draws on a love 
of nature and a mission to make 
both kids and grown-ups happy 
by creating the world's softest 
decor accessories. 

• wildandsoft.com 




t Dutch company Snurk understands dreams. Not even wild 
horses could drag you away from their magical bedding for 
horse lovers, knights preparing for battle and ballerinas 
accustomed to standing ovations in their own bedrooms. 

• snurkbedding.com 
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Pablo the knife block 
with steak knives from 
Koziol will turn every 
braai into an arena with 
a cheering audience. 

• koziol.de 


- IN A BRAAI STATE OF MIND 


Mono-Grillo 
is a portable 
lightweight 
barbecue grill 
- ready to go 
when you are. 

This provocative 
stainless steel 
design by 
formAxiom: Mirko 
Bocek, Martin 
Oberhauser and 
Alain Brideson 
folds up like 
an umbrella and 
slips into a sturdy 
tarpaulin bag for 
safe transport. 

• mono.de 
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^SHOWCASING 

Marlene -Huissoud comes 
from a French family of 
beekeepers and utilises the 
waste streams to create craft 
and artefacts, using the bees 
as co-partners in the design 
process. 

The common honey bee 
collects sap from trees and 
uses it to produce propolis, 
a natural bio-degradable 
resin with which small 
openings in the beehive are 
sealed. The colour of propolis 
depends on the tree sap, but 
the most common is brown. 


DESIGN TALENT^ 

Marlene has chosen to 
work with a black propolis 
from rubber trees and has 
made a collection of vessels 
using glass techniques, 
because black propolis is 
similar to glass. 

Once a year the beekeeper 
has to remove a bit of 
propolis in order to extract 
the honey from the frames 
of the beehive, less than 
100 g per hive per year - it 
is thus a really precious and 
unique material. 

• marlene-huissoud.com 
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* During a basket-making workshop in Zimbabwe, an intercultural 
exchange of designers and artists from Europe with Zimbabwean 
basket makers, Sebastian Herkner worked with Tonga women 
at the Binga Craft Centre to produce simple, authentic objects that 
could be marketed in Europe. 

EARA (meaning happy) is a collection of baskets that showcases 
the Tonga women's knowledge and skills, influenced by adding 
colour and synthetic fibres from rice and corn bags. The PAMWE 
(meaning together) collection combines two traditional crafts in 
one product: pottery and basket making. 

• sebastianherkner.com 





Jakub Berdych, who comes 
from a family of glassmakers, 
graduated from the Applied Arts 
High School for Stonemasonry 
and Sculpting in Horice in the 
Czech Republic. 

In his art, Berdych detaches 
himself from the common 
perception of glass. He refuses 
to put glass on a pedestal 
and worship it. 


He'd rather play with his 
glass (as well as the viewer) 

'To experiment and see what 
comes out of it". 

"Metamorphosis: die 
verwandlung" is a series 
of glassworks created by 
manipulating traditionally 
crafted pieces from the Czech 
Republic to create new forms, 
finding new values, taking 
something old and familiar 
and giving it a new aesthetic. 
Through repeatedly heating 
and reshaping old vases he 
got from his grandparents and 
pieces he has collected over 
time, traditional glassmaking 
techniques and craftsmanship 
are contrasted with cheap 
materials such as plastic i 
clamps and clips. 

• qubus.cz 






t BLANKETS 

Vera is a wool/cotton blanket from Pappelina in Sweden, a unique 
combination of warm lamb's wool and soft cotton chenille with 
a single dot design, which was everywhere this year. 

• pappelina.com 

Xhosa pride meets contemporary elegance in the MaXhosa range 
of mohair blankets, a collaboration between Hinterveld, based 
in the Eastern Cape, and acclaimed textile and knitwear designer 
Laduma Ngxokolo. 

• hinterveld.com 




oi Asta plastic rug from Pappelina. 
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^ FLOORING 

Inside/outside rugs in plastic 
or vinyl got all the attention 
this year. 

From Pappelina in Sweden, 
the Asta rug is a flirtation with 
the traditional plastic mat, 
using the fifties colour palette 
and dot design. This pale 
turquoise was omnipresent 
at Ambiente. 

Beija Flor vinyl mats and 
rugs may be from Hukuk 
in Israel but the name is 


Portuguese, meaning flower 
kisser (in other words, 
a hummingbird). They come 
in all sizes, from door mats to 
extra-large rugs, and various 
geometric prints; we like the 
Bauhaus Star and Soft designs. 

Vinyl flooring is waterproof 
and can be washed on both 
sides with soap and water. 

So practical. 

• pappelina.com 

• beijacarpet.com 



02 Bauhaus Star vinyl rug from Beija Flor. 
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03 Soft vinyl rug from Beija Flor. 







RETHINKING WASTE BINS 




KitchenAid's Artisan Tilt-Head Stand 
Mixer, now available in Gel'ee Royale. 

• kitchenaid.eu/southafrica.html 


Bredemeijer's Cosy Manto teapot in black or 
white ceramic with a copper-plated casing. 

• bredemeijer.de 


FRAGRANT OBJECTS 

Kartell Fragrances combines home fragrances with home decor in perfect Kartell style. 
'"We have chosen the world's finest noses to combine exclusive essences for Kartell that 
we have paired with designer objects that express the brand's creative synthesis yet are 
designed specifically to diffuse the fragrances," says Claudio Luti, president of Kartell. 

• kartell.com 
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Joseph Joseph introduces Intelligent Waste, a brand- 
new category in its range, to cater for the various 
waste and recycling needs of modern life. Totem is 
a waste separation and recycling unit that occupies 
the same space as a conventional kitchen bin. 

• josephjoseph.com 



Brabantia, founded 
in 1919 in the small 
Dutch town of 
Aalst, recycled old 
condensed milk 
tins into cups in 
1945! Now, the 
company gives 
us FlatBack, the 
ultimate space- 
saving pedal bin. 
Flat-out the most 
space-efficient bin 
ever made! 
• brabantia.com 
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WE'RE INTO INK, DOLL 

Fabric dolls covered with tattoos are some of this fine arts graduate's stock in trade. 


Prior to following her passion for dolls, 
Mimi graduated from Carnegie-Mellon 
University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts, after 
which she got into pottery and spent the next 
20 years '"distracted by clay". 

"When 1 started making cloth dolls, there 
was this instant gratification; 1 could make 
one in a day instead of a month, and then 
1 realised 1 had 500 dolls waiting to be made," 
says Mimi about her line of dolls, which 
includes the cutest poodles, pugs, fish and 
owls in addition to the mysterious tattooed 
characters that caught our eye. 

• mimikirchner.com 

• etsy.com/shop/MimiKirchner 


The online shop descriptions read: "A 
beefy tattooed man", "A curvy tattooed 
lady wearing red pants". Together, those 
descriptions wouldn't sound out of place 
in a novel about the nocturnal activities of 
sailors. Dolls would certainly not be first 
to come to mind, but, then again, Boston- 
based artist Mimi Kirchner's hand-made 
toile-covered creations depicting circus 
performers, pirates and more are anything 
but typical. 

"With the tattooed men, there's this bar 
that we like to go to and there's this waitress 
there who has this big tattoo on her back, and 
1 was thinking to myself, that would be fun, to 
make a doll with a tattoo," says the artist. 


NO 


01 Mimi Kirchner. 
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MARKET LEADERS IN LIGHTING 


HAMPTON PENDANT RANGE 

BOXES OF LIGHT™ 


CAPE TOWN SHOWROOM 

57 Bofors Circle, Epping 2. 
Cape Town, 7460 
PO Box 31, EppindUSt 7475 
Phone: +27 21 534 3636 
Fax: +27 21 5343802 
Email: info@illumina.co.za 



lllumina proudly presents our Hampton Pendant Range. The Smooth laser cut 
design and frosted glass insert instinctively give you an upmarket effect, fit for a 
house in the prestigious Hamptons. Modern and sleek in a cutting edge design 
this pendant can be used as a dingle drop over a counter, as a triplet spaced 
evenly across as table or bunched together in multiples at different heights to give 
a full robust lighting effect. 

BOXES OF LIGHT ™ • As an importer of lights lllumina has recently launched three 
sub-ranges which are easily distinguishable from our competitors by their 
affordable pricing, great quality and beautifully designed packaging. 

Look out for LuxLumina^ and LivLumina’** packaging in classic shades of grey 
designs and SecLumina™ in bold and distinctive blue packaging. Ask for them by 
name at your local lighting retailer. 







29 REASONS 


VI5I 




SMART COT 

Suited to a o- to 2-year-old 


In Old English, 
the word "crib" referred 
to a manger or stall. The 
first baby beds were cradles 
or bassinets designed to 


DAYBED 

Suited to a 2- to 12-year-old. 



'-'Jr 

The Smart Cot is an intelligent 
solution to adapting furniture 
form and function to the 
practicality of a child's age, while 
being aesthetically pleasing to 
parents. Bringing a contemporary 
edge to kids' room design, the 
Smart Cot converts from a crib to 
a toddler bed, daybed and play 
table without hassle or the need for 
a complicated conversion kit, while 
looking sleek and sophisticated in 
any child's bedroom. 

The Smart Cot is made of solid 


PLAY TABLE 

Suited to a 2- to 12-year-old 


CLEVER 
DESIGN 
CAN 
BE FOR 
KIDS 

Local furniture 
brand Mod Child 
has created custom 
pieces that adapt 
to the age and 
stage of a child's 
development. 


birch plywood with modern 
mattress support, is both water and 
stain resistant, and has solid side 
rails that adhere to international 
safety standards. 

So, instead of buying a new piece 
of furniture every few years, you 
can invest in one unique piece 
that can be used from infancy 
to pre-teens through the art of 
reinvention, saving money and 
the environment. 

• R7999 

• modchild.co.za 


TODDLER BED 

Suited to a 2- to 12-year-old. 
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Redecorating 


Renovating Remodeiling 



Decorr is an online platform that will assist Home Owners & Designers to source exactly 
what is required in the easiest way and showcase SA’s most admired Stockists 
and most valued Contractors. People can post projects with us for FREE, 
we simply connect them with the right Stockists and Contractors. 

www.decorr.co.za 




What were the greatest challenges in 
putting this range together? 

I had two weeks to put the range together, 
and an hour before the show ii shirts and 
8 pairs of pants still hadn't arrived. 1 had to 
stop and restyle the entire show. 

You had the most enthusiastic standing 
ovation we Ve seen in a while. How did 
it feel? 

What 1 wanted from the show was for the 
audience to be happy for everybody to walk 
out with a smile. But the reaction 1 got was 
truly unforgettable and humbling. 1 couldn't 
have done everything myself; 1 had the help 
of the Cape Town Fashion Council and 1 
collaborated with millinery Simon & Mary 
Skinny Sbu Socks and Rings & Things. 

• Chulaap is available at 
Johannesburg-based retailer Egality 

• egality.co.za 

• Follow Chu on Twitter 
(@ChuSuwannapha) 


February saw Cape Town host the inaugural 
South African Menswear Week, at which 
Chu Suwannapha launched his label Chulaap. 
Chu, who is fashion director of You, 
Hulsgenoot and Drum magazines, left his 
native Thailand nearly 25 years ago, spent 
a decade in Paris, where he studied design, 
and moved to South Africa about 14 years 
ago. Long dubbed the Prince of Prints in 
local magazines and blogs, his African- and 
Japanese-inspired range was one of the 
week's highlights. 


Why African and Japanese elements? 

1 really enjoy living and working in South 
Africa. When 1 started thinking 10 years ago 
about launching my own range, 1 wanted 
it to celebrate Africa in a cool, current and 
quirky way without looking touristy. Being 
Asian, I've always dreamt of mixing African 
and Asian cultures, hence the origami, which 
is such a special part of Japanese culture. 
Fashion truly is a language we have in 
common wherever we are in the world. 


NO 


BECAUSE 

IT'S 'all 
ABOUT 
PRINTS 
CHARMING 

New fashion label Chulaap 
was launched to much 
acclaim at South African 
Menswear Week. We spoke to 
designer Chu Suwannapha. 
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One reader 

stands to win a sofa from 
sofacompany.co.za, worth 
R6 500 including delivery. 
To enter, go to VlSl.co.za/ 
category/win. 



BECAUSE 


GREAT DANISH 
DESIGN IS 
NOW ONLINE 


Denmark has 
produced a number of 
notable creatives. The enfant 
terrible of Danish design, Verner 
Panton - possibly most famous for his 
S-chair and Flowerpot lamp - started 
his creative life as a painter before 
studying architecture at the 
Royal Danish Academy of 
Fine Arts. 


Online shopping has become a global way of 
life, and here in South Africa it is making rapid 
inroads into the consumer mindset. 

The owners of sofakompagniet in Denmark, 
husband-and-wife team Christian and 
Cathrine Rudolph-Christiansen, started 
their business because they wanted to offer 
the retro Scandi look they love so much at 
a fraction of the expected cost. When none 
of the Danish chains were interested in their 
designs, they came up with plan B. 


'"We decided to prove them wrong and 
began selling our furniture online, which has 
been a great success," says Cathrine. 

They have now partnered with South 
African siblings Jonathan and Nicole Sherwin 
to launch sofacompany.co.za, which means 
you can shop for a brand-new sofa from the 
comfort of your old threadbare chair with 
delivery directly to your door. They also have 
a showroom in Cape Town, so you can test- 
drive quality and comfort before purchasing. 


With a partnership in Denmark and 
successful operations in Europe and Asia 
- sofacompany.co.za has its own factory in 
Vietnam - the business is perfectly positioned 
to offer its range of contemporary, classic and 
retro furniture directly to customers byway 
of the website. And with more than 55 items 
to choose from and a delivery turnaround of 
two to seven days for items that are in stock, 
there's no excuse not to start clicking. 

• sofacompany.co.za 
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The future of water at the touch of a button. 

The BIBO Water Bar simply connects to your water 
mains for pure, filtered, chilled & boiling water, instantly. 

• Pure, great-tasting filtered water 

• Endless supply, no refilling 

• No more waiting for water to boil or chili 

• No more buying or reloading drums full of filtered water 

• Energy efficient 

BYE BYE BYE BYE A 

nwf li 

Available at www.bibo.co.za or call 0800 00 BIBO (2426) 



REASONS 



BECAUSE 

IT'S DESIGN TIME IN 
THE BLACK FOREST 

Deputy Editor Annemarie Meintjes says the only way to shop for 
new bathroom fittings is spending four days surrounded by 
snow and mind-blowing water-minded designs. 





Duravit and Hansgrohe, leading names in bathroom design and 
design standards, launched their new products to 1 700 customers, 
journalists, architects and planners from 50 countries earlier this 
year at Design Days in the Black Forest. 

Philippe Starck was, once again, the star attraction with two new 
ranges at Duravit: namely ME and Cape Cod, as well as a slimmed- 
down version of the SensoWash. While at Hansgrohe, the French 
designer's transparent fountain-inspired Axor Starck V received 
rave reviews and set the Twittersphere alight. 


-►DURAVIT 

ME by Starck for Duravit 

With this range, Philippe Starck places the spotlight on 
individuality and minimalist design, focusing only on the 
essentials. This is a collection that satisfies a desire for pure 
aesthetics yet offers the greatest possible range of individual 
design possibilities for every conceivable lifestyle. 
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CAPE COD by Starck for Duravit 
Cape Cod in New England, with its long sandy 
beaches, crystal-clear water and untamed 
natural beauty, was the inspiration for Philippe 
Starch's reinvention of the bathroom in 
aesthetically appealing materials and forms: 


gently curved ceramic basins with distinctively 
thin edges, a perfectly co-ordinated range of 
bathtubs with recessed, curved headrests, and 
solid wood bathroom furniture that can be 
combined individually and positioned as 
desired within the room. 



i-DURAVIT 

SENSOWASH SLIM 

The SensoWash shower- 
toilet offers the most 
natural form of hygiene 
possible: refreshing 
cleansing using water. 
Duravit has added a new 
minimalist variant with 
a particularly flat shower- 
toilet seat with an ultra- 
slim remote control from 
which to select the desired 
function: ComfortWash, 
RearWash or LadyWash. 

The intensity and position 
of the spray and the water 
temperature can be set to 
suit personal taste using 
the illuminated symbols. 
And there's a clever LED 
night light that illuminates 
the loo bowl for successful 
orientation in the dark. It's 
perfectly constructed for 
shower-toilet beginners and 
advanced users. 

• duravit.co.za 

• duravit.com 
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r A family business, 

Hansgrohe is headed by ^ 
Philippe Grohe, grandson of ' 
company founder Hans. Axor is 
Hansgrohe's designer brand. Part of the 
Axor philosophy is for leading architects, 
i interior designers and product 
^ designers to develop their vision J 
of the bathroom as 
a living space. 


^HANSGROHE 

AXOR STARCK V 

This organic transparent mixer has an open spout that 
creates a natural vortex, which is visually pleasing to the 
user. The upward swirling motion of the water through 
the mixer and its free fall into the basin trigger a feeling 
of joy. It's like drinking from a water fountain. 


The mixer's crystal glass spout is durable, detachable 
and can be cleaned in a dishwasher. 

Bridging the gap between the functional and the 
emotional aspects of water at the basin, this mixer 
transforms it from a commodity to a valuable resource. 

• hansgrohe.co.za 



NO 



BECAUSE 


WE LIVE 
IN A STYLE 
DEMOCRACY 


As the global brand director for G-star RAW, 
Shubhankar Ray finds new ways for the denim 
brand to communicate. He shares his views 
on creativity and collaboration. 


Shubhankar Ray has helped to 
reinvent numerous brands, including 
Camper, Levi's and Caterpillar. We 
love his recent project in his current 
role as global brand director for 
denim brand G-star RAW, the Prouve 
RAW: Office Edition. The collection, 
which is in its second edition, sees 
G-star RAW collaborate with Swiss 
furniture manufacturer Vitra to 
revive a series of furniture and 
lighting originals designed by jean 
Prouve in the 1940s for the offices of 
major French industrial companies. 
We caught up with him to chat about 
the collaboration. 


Prouve pieces and release them at 
a much more accessible price than 
one would pay for the vintage pieces. 

How did you make three such 
strongly identifiable brands 
collaborate? 

You have to have common goals. 

The commonality between Vitra and 
G-star is that the philosophical goal 
is to make products of high functional 
and aesthetic life expectancy. This is 
also true of when Prouve designed 
his furniture in the thirties and 
forties; it was meant to be utilitarian 
and democratic furniture. 


How did the project come about? 

We were looking for furniture for 
our offices, and we asked Vitra 
whether we could redesign some 
vintage Prouve pieces and have 
them produce 2 500 units. They 
introduced us to Jean Prouve 's 
daughter, Catherine Prouve, who's the 
trustee of her father's estate. Then 
they proposed we look at making an 
actual collection of some of the iconic 


What is your view on creativity 
in the 21st century? 

True 21st-century creativity and 
innovation is like a system. Systems 
work because they're a combination 
of different elements - like a band, 
everybody's got an instrument to 
play. Everybody's got to be creative 
and collaborate for it to work. 

• g-star. com 
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stream 


i g h t 


CREATIVE LIGHTING DESIGN / SUPPLY SPECIALISTS 

Whether its that one special piece for your dining room tabie or a complete lighting solution to bring that special 
project to life, Streamlight offers a full turnkey solution from the conceptual design phase through to completion. 
Through our lighting showroom we are able to offer the best of both local & exclusively imported lighting ranges 


LIGHTING SHOWROOM: 55 Corlett Drive lllovo, Johannesburg | Tel: 011 4404142 | www.streamlight.co.za 
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BECAUSE 

HE PRACTISES A TIME- 
HONOURED CRAFT 


Artisanal craftsmanship and 
a contemporary aesthetic are at the 
heart of James's design philosophy. 
And traditional Joinery - including 
mortise-and-tenon, half-lap and 
dovetail joints - is his stock in trade. 
• jamesmudge.com 


02 Table with a brass-inlay top and 
tapered legs in dark charcoal. 


Creating beautiful furniture using 
traditional cabinet-making techniques 
is in James Mudge's blood. This 
furniture designer and maker 
honed his skills from a young age in 
the workshop of his father's business, 
Knysna Forest Furniture, near 
Plettenberg Bay. 

James completed a Bachelor of 
Architectural Studies at the University 
of Cape Town, where he learnt a deep 
appreciation for considered spaces and 
well-thought-out furniture. 

He and his small team of artisans 


manufacture bespoke contemporary 
furniture using traditional cabinet- 
making techniques - from small 
kitchen tables for family homes 
to extensive projects in the Cape 
Winelands. 
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Early examples 
of dovetail joints were 
found in Ancient Egyptian 
furniture dating back to the 
Eirst Dynasty - more than 
5000 years ago! 
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SOUTH AFRICA’S ^RGEST RETAILER OF FIREPLACES, 
WOODSTOVES & BRAAIS 



Finest Fires 





www.finestflres.co.za 


17073h - tenaka.co.za 
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BECAUSE 


NANDO'S 
IS FLUENT 
IN RAINBOW 
NATION 

Developing a meaningful 
collaboration with South 
African designers is high on 
the Nando's agenda, and one 
of the outcomes is the 
Nando's ZA Design Collection. 

The debut Nando's ZA Design Collection comprises 
20 pieces of functional design by 12 designers that 
represent the South African design aesthetic. 
''Making a bold statement of being the best of 
South African design, these quality functional 
designs will travel to Nando's restaurants around the 
world to add an inimitable authentic South African 
aesthetic to our restaurants' interior designs," 
says Tracy Lynch of St.udio Lee Lynch, who was 
responsible for the creative direction. 

• leelynch.co.za 

• nandos.co.za 
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PHOTOS OF WEAVERS TRACY LYNCH 
WORDS TRACY GREENWOOD 



01 Beaded mirror by Sithabe African Craft. 

02 Cork pendant light by Wiid Design. 

03 Firenze table by Pedersen + Lennard. 

04 Africa-meets-China lampshades, designed by Mara 
Fleischer and produced by Du Noon Urban Weavers. 

05 Beehive chandelier by Meyer von Wielligh. 

06 Woven panel and chair by John Vogel. The weavers, 
below from left, are Lizelle Andrews, Tishina Watson 
and Charnielle Davids. 
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BECAUSE 


WE LOVE GOOD DESIGN 


Here are the VISI team's favourite picks from 
the Design Indaba Expo 201 5. 

Lamps and rope ottomans were a few objects that caught our eye at the 
Design Indaba Expo this year. Visitors were treated to a showcase of the best 
of contemporary design by more than 6oo exhibitors. 



01 Fan Lamp by Mema Designs 
(memadesigns.co.za). 

02 Lampshade made of a recycled 
washing machine drum by Silo 
Designs (silodesigns.co.za). 

03 Toast lampshade - made 
of bread tags - by Adriaan 
Swanepoel (breadtaglight.com). 

04 Cluster pendant lights made of 
paper pulp by Swaziland-based 
Quazi Design (quazidesign.com), 
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What could be better than Design? Italian Design! 







» ■■■ ■ . * 


brinrg Mad^ irt Italy to South Africa 


Furniture 


Lighting 


Wellness 


ohnplements 


Door 


Frames 


BujirirCaly is a multidiscipliriary agency 
of design, safes and consulting. 

An Italian company that provides 
proper answers to the constant 
need of quality and design, with 
products and solutions Made in Italy. 


Buildlta 


Design that pleases the world. 


\ 


Our team will be pleased to receive you at the next Salone del Mobile 2015. Feel free to contact us: 


5th floor, Cnr Shortmarket 


^ VIGHi 

•^rci.iritrv ootmE 


NERI 

i-LeO 

plastic wood 

and St. Georges mall, 

Cape Town, 8000 

GRdFPODOOR23JD 

ores 

a 

me|eenQ 

www.builditaly.it 

AriniihH' 

WUlfi - 

ifSSotll 
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Contact: Monica Marini -Director 
monica@builditaly.it 

' j 

tictno 



Mob. SA -h27 (81) 7769775 




01 Rope otiomans, hand- 
made using discarded 
tyres byjanjax Interiors 
(j anj axinteri ors. co.za) . 

02 Polar bear rug, made 
from textile waste by 
Fabrica in Guatemala City 
(fabricaatguatemala.com). 

03 The Pickled range, cast 
from iconic South African 
household products by Lelanie 
Fourie from Port Elizabeth. 

04 Aluminium table made of 
aluminium offcuts by Matthew 
Dasneves from Cape Town. 

• For orders, email 
expo@designindaba.com 
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Quolitij You Son flFFord 


STORE LOCATIONS: 

Bedford Vie W| Rand burg, Pretoria, 
Ne [spruit, Bloemfontein, Windhoek, 
Ballito, PieternnariUbufg, 

Cape Town, Zambia 


Visit our website to view 
our comprehensive range at 

www.uniontjles.co.za 


Tel: 08600 TILES 


Handmade and plain Terrazzo tiles 

www.terrazzotiles.co.za 


Marbte * Granite Sandsten© State * Quartzite * Travertin© * Umaeton© * Ceramic 
Porcetain* Moecics * Rivens Clodding * TsrrozzD * Exposed Aggregate 





THE 

TALENT 
POOL 

v;rcpc 

EXPANDING 


NO 



The KAMERS pop-up market is back in full craft force for its 201 5 autumn instalment. 



01 Grey doily linen runner and mustard tulip linen serviette 
by Makietie Fabrics, hand-printed kitchen towel by 
Lapoplap and toffees by Darling Sweet. 

02 Red chunky bead necklace by Ma Cherie Beads, silk 
tassel necklace by High Horse Adornment, keyhole rope 
necklace by Mia Accessories and silk kimono by Meso. 

03 Paper cut-out bird light by Elsje Designs. 


What began in 2003 as a small project has grown 
into one of the largest pop-up events in South Africa. 
KAMERS is currently owned by Wanda du Toit, 
Magdel Kemp and Hesta du Plessis. 

'The original name was KAMERS vol geskenke 
iRooms filled with giftsl, the concept being that 
a house with all its rooms became a retail space," 
explains Magdel. "It was also a straight gift fair. 

As the concept changed into a lifestyle show, we 
changed the trading name to KAMERS. With this 
season's venues, St John's College and Cape Town 
City Hall, we are returning to the concept of rooms." 

With a passion for supporting and providing 
a platform for creative entrepreneurs, KAMERS is 
now a showcase for 250 hand-picked exhibitors 
of food, wine. Jewellery, clothing, art, accessories, 
ceramics, crafts and more. The team is constantly on 
the lookout for fresh ideas and exhibitors to expand 
their artistic reach. 

In Cape Town, KAMERS boasts a highly successful 
art exhibition curated by Alex Hamilton, an 
established music stage managed by Andre Leo, and 
interesting installations. "Visitors can come to the 
show to be inspired, eat really good food, drink the 
best wine and listen to cool tunes," says Magdel. 

Some exhibitors to look out for this year are the 
Haas Collective, Chandler House, Birds of a Eeather, 
The Colour Jar, Ereedom of Movement and High 
Horse Adornment. 

• kamersvol.com 


KAMERS 2015 
Johannesburg 

23-27 April 2015 
St John's College, 

St David Rd, Houghton, 
Johannesburg 
9:00 - 17:00 (Thursday, 
Sunday & Monday) 
9:00-19:00 (Eriday 
& Saturday) 

KAMERS 2015 
Cape Town 

7-10 May 2015 
(in partnership with the 
Cape Craft and Design 
Institute) 

Cape Town City Hall, 
Darling St, CBD 
9:00 - 17:00 (Thursday 
& Sunday) 

9:00-19:00 (Eriday 
& Saturday) 

Entrance fee: R70 

at the gate (R50 
for students and 
pensioners) and R50 if 
you buy a ticket online 
at ffw.co.za 
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AMBIENTE 

LUCE 


V 


Light-fittings for the Connoisseur 

INTERNATIONAL 

GAUTENG 

ENQUIRIES 

Sandra Parkes 

Isabella Alves 

C +27 82 372 4262 

T+27 21 712 9410 

Johannesburg Showroom 

C+27 76 600 2151 

T +27 11 501 2704 
Pretoria Showroom 

CAPE TOWN 

C +27 71 649 7896 

Debbie Beath 

KWAZULU NATAL 

T+27 21 853 2555 

C+27 82 858 2218 

Malinda Pretorius 
C+27 71 447 2169 

GARDEN ROUTE 


Karen Schoombie 

HERMANUS 

C+27 83 553 1655 

Eunice Rademeyer 
T+27 28 312 4979 
C+27 76155 1184 


www.ambienteluce.com 
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lucky readers will 
each win a Wild Olive 
African Artisans Apothecary 
and Artistic Perfumery hamper 
containing five products in the 
Classic range, worth R4 200. 
To enter, visit VlSl.co.za/ 
category/win. 


CHEMISTRY MEETS ARTISTRY 


Wild Olive's bath, body, home and perfumery products 
are all natural and crafted by hand. 


Respect for people and the environment are 
core values at Wild Olive African Artisans 
Apothecary and Artistic Perfumery in Cape 
Town. Taking their cue from the botanical 
treasures in the Cape Floral Kingdom, they 
take great care in combining the ingredients 
for their products, which are as kind to the 
environment as they are to the skin. 

Perfumes, body butters, soaps, bath oils. 


candles and room sprays are all made by 
hand and beautifully packaged in collectable 
porcelain containers that can be reused 
long after their scented contents have been 
depleted. Everything is made under one roof. 

Marioara de la Tara started Wild Olive in 
2007 after buying the formula for a natural 
olive oil soap for sensitive skin from a 
pharmacist. She has structured the company 


to give the deserving crafters the chance 
to own a share of the business. 

"We remain passionately true to our 
founding philosophy of using classic 
manufacturing methods and artisanal 
processes, while always respecting 
the natural, fine materials used in our 
formulations," says Marioara. 

• wildolive.eu 


NO 


BECAUSE 


02 

01 Classic Flora Capensis Soap, R350 
for 200 g. 

02 Classic Candle, R850. 

03 Classic Flora Capensis Parfum, 
Ri 40 ofor 3 iml. 

04 Classic Body Butter, R650 for 160 g. 




FLORA CAPENSIS 

parfum 




FLORA CAP EWSTS 
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Victorian Bathrooms 

Est. 1989 



Celebrating Twenty Five Years Of Me Time 



CELBiRATING 
rWEHTr FIVE YEARS 
QF EXCELLENCE 



victorianbathrooms.co.za 

Wvnberg No. 53 Constantia Main Rd, Tel; 021 761*4850 
Cape Town Level 1, Cape Quarter, Green Poim, Tel: 021 418-0855 
Somerset West No. 3 Lourensford Road, Tel: 021 852-3439 
Johannesburg Shop 56. Parking Level 4. Hyde Park Cnr, Tel: 011 325-5503 
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BECAUSE 

IT'S 
SIMPLY 
OUTSTANDING 


Sitting behind a desk all 
day? The QuickStand 
offers an alternative. 

Being confined to a desk all day is 
hardly a recipe for great health, but 
with the QuickStand you can choose 
whether to sit or stand while you work 
- or even alternate those positions. 

Humanscale developed the 
QuickStand to encourage sedentary 
office workers to integrate movement 
into their daily lives. Designed for use 
on a new or existing workstation, the 
QuickStand is easily installed: It clamps 
onto a work surface like a monitor 
arm. Built and supplied with all the 
necessary cables, the QuickStand is 
a plug-and-go affair. The cables are 
concealed in the column, keeping your 
workstation tidy. 

• From R14 100 
• FormFunc Studio is the exclusive 
local distributor of ergonomics 
brand Humanscale: formfunc.co.za 





At least 24 chronic 
conditions and diseases are 
linked to constant sitting, say 
Mayo Clinic researchers. These 
include obesity, heart disease, 
diabetes, arthritis and blood 
pressure spikes. 
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SW Contracts is passionate about conservation and wants to make a difference in the world, for that reason it 
established the Sean Williams Living Creatures Trust. For more information visit: www.swtrust.co.za 

"In a gentle way, you can shake the world "Gan<//if 


Johannesburg Showroom 

Block A, Georgian Place 
18 Southway Road, 

Kelvin 

Tel; +27 86179 2727 
Fax: +27 1 1 262 6228 


Cape Town Showroom 

C5 Spearhead Business Park 

Corner Montague Drive & Freedom Way 

Montague Gardens 

Tel; +2721 551 1997 

Fax; +27 21 551 1844 


johannesburg@swcontracts.co.za capetown@swcontracts,co.za 


www.swcontracts.co.za 



Service, Quality & Value with a Distinct Difference 
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oi Brigitte 
Hauptfleisch and 
Altus van Zijl of 
Sutla Design. 


Industrial designer Altus van Zijl and 
aesthetics wizard Brigitte Hauptfleisch are 
the creative force behind Sutla Design, 
a studio that specialises in furniture, product 
and interior design. 

Sutla Design's hallmark is contemporary 
products that are made locally with a nod to 
shapes from years gone by. 


What was the inspiration behind the 
design of this lamp? 

We wanted to design a chandelier with 
modern flair while remaining true to shapes 
from the past. 


What material did you use? 

The chandelier is made of powder-coated 
mild steel - for its durability and its wide 
range of colour options. 


What are your favourite elements? 

We love its boldness and its ability to hold 
a strong presence in any classic or 
modern space. 


How important is sustainability to you? 

We like to design with the future of the 
product in mind. In the case of this chandelier 
we strived to design a timeless piece that has 


characteristics of the past while visualising 
its future as a decorative piece. 


How do you feel about the throwaway 
culture of the 21st century? 

Design today has become so fast-paced. 
Something that is new today might be old and 
outdated tomorrow and can easily be thrown 
out. We believe it is important to design 
products that you can see yourself using years 
down the line. 


• Chandelier R18 900 

• sutladesign.co.za 




BECAUSE 


IT'S BOLD & 
BEAUTIFUL 

Striking, modern yet timeless, and 
made to last. What's not to like 
about this angular chandelier? 
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South Africa's largest distributor of Fireplaces, Wood Stoves & Braais: Local and Imported 

Traditional Open Fireplaces # Closed System Fireplaces * Gas Fireplaces 4 Flue-less Gas Fireplaces ♦ Glass Fireplaces 4 Cast-iron Fireplaces 




LEADING^ 

HEATING 


SABS 

Approval 



MEMBER 


Tel: 0860 HEATWAVE 
( 086043289283 ) 
( 011)791 1150 

E-MAIL: heatwave@wol,co.za 
WEBSITE: www,healwave.co,za 
DistribLitors Countrywide 


Over the last two decades Heatwave has established a network 
of distributors and certified installers country wide that has been 
complimented on well trained and efficient staff, adding to the 
valued quality of the product range. In an industry where 
the correct installation is as fundamental as the choice 
of product, this makes all the difference. 
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BLACK 
MAKES A 
STATEMENT 

Industrial designer 
and lighting expert 
Ryan Matchett has 
created an adjustable 
candelabra that can be 
positioned to create 
many looks, depending 
on your space and mood. 

What prompted you to create 
an adjustable candelabra? 

I like the idea of products being modular. 

It encourages the user to be interactive and, 
in their own way, access their creativity. 


What was your inspiration? 

My design philosophy is structured around 
the marriage between the straight lines of 
modern design and the perfect curves found 
in nature. The fascinating thing for me about 
this design is the simplicity of the parts and 
how they can be assembled into what looks 
like a complex shape. 

Why did you choose to make it black? 

This product was the fruit of an invitation to 
design an item for an exhibition called Black. 
1 chose the candelabra because of the 


oi Ryan Matchett Design House's 
Black Light is made of polished 
anodised aluminium. 


contrast between light and dark. 1 chose 
aluminium because it could be anodised 
black, a finish that is a lot more durable than 
sprayed steel. It's also a lot less common to 
see an anodised aluminium product on your 
dining table that still holds an elegant 
feminine aspect that cannot be harnessed 
in other metals. 

Which is more important to you, form 
or function? 

1 think neither should carry more weight 
than the other. A successful product should 
be pleasing to the eye, ergonomic in the 
hand and more than capable of fulfilling the 
function it was designed for. Without this it 
is a solution, not a design. 

• ryanmatchett.com 

• 021 789 0023 or 076 094 4357 
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THE COBRA 


PRODUCT DESIGN COMPETITION 
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DO YOU HAVE 
WHAT IT TAKES Ti 

i [iiii 

iBiBi 


This year the categories will be open to anyone with a flair for design. 

Category 1: Design a basin mixer with a basin. 

Category 2: Design a bathroom setting including fittings and features. 

i— i;- i ■ j - t^tjf [ri|i||'j 1jji' '1^11 if': 1 

Category Prizes: ^ '■ ‘'I 'J | ' " I l\' ^ 1^ /^|” 

1st Prize: R35 000, product naming opportunity - per category \ W W / 

2nd Prize: RIO 000, product naming opportunity - per category \ Y A Y# 

Winning Institute: RIO 000. \ /\ / 


your share of 


RIOO.OOO 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES: 6 July 2015 








Format for submission & design competition brief 
c^an be found;at www.cobra.co.za 

* Sertii fin'aTists'ytfiU be announced in the 1st week of August 2015. 

• Finalists will be invited to our prestigious award ceremony where 
the winners from both categories will be announced, industry leaders 
and media will be in attendance - it will be a superb networking 
opportunity. 


COBRA 


A SOUTH AFRICAN ICON 
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THIS 
SHEDS 
A LITTLE 
LIGHT 


/ 






The shipping container, a strong 
architectural thenne in 2014, featured 
in the brief for the Haute Lumiere 
Light Award 2014 competition. 
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The idea behind the Haute Lumiere Light 
Award is to break away from conventional 
lighting concepts and to expand creativity 
in the lighting realm. The brief for the 
2014 competition challenged designers to 
transform a 12 m x 23 m white steel shipping 
container into a space of wonder and intrigue 
by way of the imaginative use of light. 

The 2014 winner is Claudine Park, who 
studied interior design at the Greenside 
Design Centre College in Johannesburg. Her 
prize is an opportunity to attend the Lights in 
Alignsas Workshop in Sweden. 

Claudine built her lighting installation in 


a container at the V&A Waterfront in Cape 
Town, and it was open to the public. 

The internal space of 'The Vortex" was 
constructed with a wooden frame, using 
marine ply for panelling. Each light source 
used 12 RGB colour-changing LEDs on a circuit 
board in a series to complete 8 sections 
wired together. The installation consisted of 
32 sections of 8 light sources, all connected 
to DMX lighting controllers. To increase the 
effect of deception and perception, a large 
mirror was used at one end of the container to 
create an elongated effect. 

The outside of the container gives no clue 


to the sense of space, depth, movement, 
light and colour viewers experienced 
inside The Vortex". 

The sponsors of the Haute Lumiere 
Light Award are: 

• MDS Architecture 

• Regent Lighting Solutions 

• European Light & Design Centre (ELDC) 

• SA Fashion Week 

• Paul Pamboukian Lighting Design 

• VISI magazine 

• LED Lighting South Africa 

• GIBB Engineering & Architecture 



oi Glantan (The Tree) 



EVERYTHING'S ILLUMINATED 


Haute Lumiere Light Award 201 3 winner Amy Phillips tells 
us about her favourite installations at the Lights in Alingsas 
Workshop in Sweden. 
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The annual Lights in Alingsas Workshop attracts lighting 
specialists from all over the world. Amy Phillips had the 
opportunity to attend it in September last year by courtesy 
of Paul Pamboukian Lighting Design, which sponsors the 
Haute Lumiere Light Award. 

Tell us about the workshop? 

It was refreshing to be in a space of intensive learning and 
concept creation. The learning process is even more 
layered when you are connecting with people from all 
around the world. 

What are some of the lessons you learnt? 

1 learnt the value of the night and to consider how we 
experience the dark. Johan Moritz's talk was particularly 
inspiring. He suggested the use of LEDs is not the only way 
to save energy - that using the correct light source in the 
correct way can save 40 to 60 % energy. Aside from lighting 
knowledge, 1 learnt that South Africa is on a par with other 
countries on many aspects of design, and our knowledge of 
design software is especially good. Our country is ripe with 
opportunity to light public spaces and for specialised 
lighting education. 





02 Labyrinten (The Labyrinth) 


What do you think can be done to uplift the quality 
and popularity of lighting design in South Africa? 

1 think it starts at an education level; the sooner we can 
have a recognised qualification the better. As designers, 
we should all be considering how we are using lighting 
effectively. We have a unique opportunity to use lighting 
to enhance the ambiance and safety of our public spaces. 
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THESE ARE AMY'S FOUR FAVOURITE PIECES 


1. Glantan (The Tree) 

The music for this site was placed high in the lone tree, in 
an opening in the forest; it was as if you were called nearer 
to experience the forest as a mystical creature would. 

2. Labyrinten (The Labyrinth) 

1 loved seeing how children interacted with this site. The 
labyrinth changed from a meditative space to a playground 
as they chased the changing lights over the rocks. 

3. Skogen (The Forest) 

1 have a biased opinion on this one, as it was the site 1 got 
to work on under the guidance of Torbjorn Eliasson. Two 
armies were represented on the hillside of this site, starting 
out in red and yellow and eventually fading to one colour 
as a representation of reconciliation. 

4. Klamma (The Hall of the Mountain King) 

The music on this site was programmed perfectly so that on 
the beat of the music each tree was lit with a blue light 
from the base. It reminded me of tall organ pipes. 









BECAUSE 


IT'S LIKE WALKING 
ON ART 


Christopher Sharp, CEO and cofounder of 
The Rug Company, talks about his love of 
rugs and the new showroom opening on 
Cape Town's resurgent Bree Street in April. 


04 Monarch Fire by Alexander McQueen for The Rug Company hand- 
knotted Tibetan wool and silk, 2,74 x 1,83 m R209 844 or R4i85o/mC 


03 Hummingbird by Alexander McQueen for The Rug Company, 
hand-woven cashmere and silk Aubusson with metallic thread, 
2,74 X 1,83 m R251 417 or R50 i4i/mC 


02 Qriental Birds by Paul Smith for The Rug Company, hand-knotted 
Tibetan wool and silk, 2,74 x 1,83 m R262 306 or R52 3i3/mC 


01 Christopher and 
Suzanne Sharp, 
cofounders of 
The Rug Company. 
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Will we see mgs designed by international celebs 
in the new Cape Town showroom and, if so, who? 

You'll be able to see our full collection, including designs 
by Paul Smith, Alexander McQueen and Diane von 
Furstenberg. We collect great design, not designers. 

We want to produce rugs that become iconic pieces, 
rugs that will be collected in the future. 

Which of the celebs you Ve collaborated with 
have created the most exquisite pieces? 

One of the advantages of working with guest designers 
is that they challenge us to explore new techniques 
and qualities. We encourage our designers to break the 
boundaries of rug design, and we have been lucky to 
see some incredible pieces over the years. One of my 
favourites is the Hummingbird tapestry by Alexander 
McQueen. It's an amazing piece of both design and 
craftsmanship. Suzanne and 1 have one at home. More 
recently, Paul Smith's Oriental Birds rug is a celebration of 
craftsmanship; it's the finest hand-knotted rug to date. It's 
so fine there are 300 individually hand-woven knots per 
square inch, achieving the detail required to depict the 
intricate motif of Paul's design. It takes a year to make. 

What drew you to mgs in the first place? 

The Rug Company came out of a passion for collecting 
Oriental rugs. Suzanne and 1 had been living in the Middle 
East, where 1 was making films, and had started collecting 
rugs, scouring markets and souks for interesting pieces. 
The more we learnt, the more we enjoyed collecting and 
the more sophisticated and, unfortunately, expensive our 
taste became. The price of knowledge. 

When we returned to London in 1997 with a stack 
of wonderful rugs, we thought we could use our 
knowledge and start an interesting business. We thought 
we could use traditional rug-making techniques with 
contemporary design. 

This had always been the story of rug weaving: It's 
about great craft and innovation. 

It is amazing that it's still possible to weave rugs by 
hand, and 1 think people underestimate how special 
a well-made hand-crafted rug is. 

Which natural materials make the best mgs? 

Any product is only as good as its ingredients. The 
Q majority of our rugs are woven with Tibetan wool. The 
o quality of this wool is incredible; it comes from the 
z Tibetan plateau and, because the sheep live at such giddy 
S heights, the wool is full of natural lanolin. If you treat 

(D 

>- the wool with respect during the weaving process, never 
< using machines to cut corners, the lanolin will actually 
help protect the finished rug for the duration of its life, 

Q 

g which could be hundreds of years. It acts as a natural 
§ stain barrier and makes the rug wonderfully soft. 

• themgcompany.com 



05 Cobalt motif by Rodarte for The Rug Company, hand-knotted Tibetan wool 
and silk, 2,74 x 1,83 m R163 212 or R32 550/m". 



06 Herringbone by Jonathan Saunders for The Rug Company, hand-knotted 
Tibetan wool and silk, 2,74 x 1,83 m R78 692 or R15 694/m". 



07 Lilac Leopard by Diane von Furstenberg for The Rug Company, hand-knotted 
Tibetan wool and silk, 2,74 x 1,83 m R78 692 or R15 694/m". 













29 REASONS 


vrji 







In 2011, 

Bonhams sold Irma 
Stern's Arab Priest for 
a staggering £3,1 million, 
a record price for a work 
by a South African 


Interest in the works of African artists has never been greater. 


NO 


Have an old Tretchi gathering dust in 
the attic? Or a Gerard Sekoto bought 
from a deceased estate long ago? 
Maybe you're holding out for the right 
moment to sell your precious Preller? 
It's time to get excited. 

According to Giles Peppiatt, director 
of African Art at Bonhams - one of the 
oldest British auctioneering houses 
in the world - Africa is the new China 
when it comes to art. 

Yes, our continent's art is cheap for 
collectors with international currency, 
the smart set who are impressed that 
art out of Africa is now marketed 
in highbrow London with the same 
esteem as the rest of the world's 
collectable treasures. 

Works by Irma Stern, Gerard Sekoto 
and Vladimir Tretchikoff are fetching 
record prices, not to mention the art 


of Ben Enwonwu and El Anatsui. 

It was back in 2007 that Giles picked 
up on collectors' interest in Africa's art 
and established a separate African Art 
division for Bonhams. Today, together 
with business partner Hannah O'Leary, 
he travels the world in search of more 
of our continent's art treasures. 

It's not only the classics that are 
sought-after commodities. Bonhams' 
Africa Now auction, which happens 
in London and New York annually, 
boasts record-breaking sales for 
contemporary artists from across 
the continent. 

And with Bonhams planning to start 
South Africa's very own BBC-like road 
show - paying big bucks for local art 
and antiques - we say it's time to dust 
off those treasures! 

• bonhams.com 


01 Artist Irma Stern 
(1894-1966). 

02 Irma Stern's Arab 
Priest, an oil on 
canvas painting in 
a frame made of 
sections of Zanzibari 
wooden doors. 

03 Bonhams' Giles 
Peppiatt. 


02 

BECAUSE 

AFRICA'S ART 
IS A HOT TICKET 


@ 
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Arabesque, Vintage Collection 


mao 


ARTISAN RUGS 


021 461 2024 • www.maerugs.com • mae@maerugs.com • 59 Roeland Street, Cape Town 
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THEY'RE 
ONE OF 
A KIND 


As many of us, swiping 
away on our iPads, 
dismiss vintage books as 
dust-collecting 
ornaments at best, 
Sharon Kensley breathes 
new life into once- 
beloved treasures. 

We love words and stories as much as we love 
great design, so we're crazy about Knysna- 
based artist Sharon's range of Wake Up and 
Dream journals. They have tickled our sense 
of nostalgia for both old books and the fading 
practice of writingjournals. 

'The inspiration for my products is an inner 
journey hoping to connect with people on 
a similar path," says Sharon. 

Every journal is made using a vintage book 
cover, onto which Sharon etches designs 
and inspirational messages. The inner pages 
are replaced with blank writing paper. No 
two journals are the same, and the colours 
are dependent on the books Sharon finds to 
work with. 

The beauty in using recycled books is the 
unpredictability and spontaneity," she says. 

'T select each one for its authentic appeal." 

• FromR 300 

• facebook.com/wakeupanddreamxx 

• 082 853 9584 



01 Sharon Kensley. 
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Register online ; 

www.jndiancarpets.com 



CEPC 


Organised by 

Carpet Export 
Promotion Council 

Set up by Ministry of Textiles 
Government Of India 
E-mail ; cepc.nd@gmajl,com 
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THERE'S A 
NEW KID IN 
(CAPE) TOWN 

La Grange Interiors is opening a new 
showroom in Cape Town in May, in 
addition to the existing showrooms in 
Pretoria and Johannesburg. Head down 
to Leon at CCXIX in Woodstock to see 
the fabulous La Grange collection of 
furniture and accessories. 






1 


1 


riir 


' 1 






oi Sumari Krige. 


La Grange Interiors' brand of easy, elegant 
living blends new and old with a range 
of contemporary and antique furniture 
and accessories, curated from across the 
globe by owner Sumari Krige. In Sumari's 
words: want to offer quality, style 
and luxury without compromising on 
home comforts." 

The charm that is La Grange's signature 
style will now be accessible to the owners 
of Cape Town's beautiful homes. In May, 

La Grange is opening a showroom at 
Leon at CCXIX, which is known for its 
quality furniture manufacturing and 
collaborations with local design brands 
that share the owners' ethos of quality 
craftsmanship and cutting-edge design. 

• lagrangeinteriors.co.za 

• leonat219.com 

• 219 Albert Road, Woodstock 
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• A natural, sophisticated, non-slip and smooth floor 

• Available in 36 colours. Special colours on request 

• Perfect for indoor and outdoor areas (UV stable) 

• Can be applied directly over tiles and on vertical surfaces 

• Low carbon footprint. Eco-friendly and sustainable 

• Processed in ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 certified plants 

• Installed by licensed Applicators nationally 

• Extremely durable and impact resistant __ 

• World leader - available in 45 countries Wkm 

• Low maintenance and hygienic 

• Under-floor heating compliant 

• Solvent free resins used 

• Thermally efficient 


Quartz Carpet is a brand of 

SEAMLES-i 



^QUARTZ' 

•carpet 

seamless quartz flooring 


Tel: 086 178 2789 

E-mail: infolciseamlessflooring.co.za 
www.seamlessflooring.co.za 
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AN ICONIC 
COLLECTION 
GOES ON 
DISPLAY 



oi The three-seater LC5 sofa, designed by Le Corbusier, Pierre Jeanneret and 
Charlotte Perriand, has loose cushions in leather or fabric upholstery. 

The glass-topped LCio-P table was adapted by Charlotte Perriand in 1984. 


Don't miss the opportunity to see the exhibition of the Italian furniture company 
Cassina's Le Corbusier Collection in South Africa. 


Swiss-French architect Le Corbusier was 
not only one of the pioneers of modern 
architecture but also a designer, urban 
planner, writer and painter. What's more, 
he created furniture in collaboration with 
a team of designers. 

In 1964, Italian furniture manufacturer 
Cassina signed a contract that gave it the 
exclusive right to produce the pieces designed 
by Le Corbusier and his collaborators Pierre 
Jeanneret and Charlotte Perriand. Production 


started in 1965, leading to the launch of 
Cassina's LC Collection, as it's known today. 

This year marks the LC Collection's 50th 
anniversary, which is celebrated with 
an exhibition of the iconic designs. We'll 
get our turn to see the LC 50 exhibition 
when it runs from i May next to the Cassina 
monobrand store in De Waterkant, Cape 
Town, and then in Johannesburg in September. 

Inspired by the original designers' 
environmental sensibilities, Cassina has 


launched a green innovation campaign, 
putting in place technological measures to 
reduce levels of chromium in manufacture, 
using organic leathers, and introducing 
a synthetic leather-like fabric that uses 75% 
less water and generates 35 % less CO^ in the 
production process. 

Stunning Italian-manufactured furniture 
from the creative mind of Le Corbusier with 
green credentials... We can't resist. Can you? 

• cassina.com 



The LC 50 exhibition 
runs from i May to i June 2015 
at the Hudson, corner Strand and 
Hudson streets, De Waterkant, 
Cape Town. 


02 Designed in 1928, 
the LC4 chaise longue 
became famous in 1965 
when Cassina started 
to produce it. 












DESIGN CATALYSTS 
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ARCHITECTS 


LEADING ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS FOR DISCERNING CLIENTS 

^ OAMASandton 0 www.amagroup.co. 2 a ^ www.facebook.com/AMA.Architects 
IS +27 n 807 7505 S adri anG>amagroup. co, za % 26‘‘02 ' 54.3"S 28“03'38.4"E 







BECAUSE 

A PINT CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE 

Raise a glass of craft beer to Ceder Brew, 
a microbrewery with a conservation strategy. 


With sales of hipster craft beer exploding 
in South Africa, it's novel to find a brewing 
company focused on raising conservation 
awareness while brewing fine beers. 

Ceder Brew is the brainchild of sisters Tania 
(on the left in the photo) and Melanie, who're 
part of the seventh generation of Nieuwoudts 
farming on Kromrivier in the Cederberg. What 
began as a hobby has grown into a thriving 
business - they produce loo litres of beer per 
day - and the sisters are involved in every 
process, from brewing to label design. 

What sets Ceder Brew beer apart is the 
use of the Cederberg water - locals call it 
soetii;ater- combined with malt, yeast and 
the highest quality hops. 


The beers are named after endemic 
fish species to raise awareness of habitat 
destruction and the need to remove alien 
species in the Kromrivier area. The brewery's 
conservation plan includes rehabilitating the 
river and reintroducing endemic fish species. 



Ceder Brew's Signature Range consists of 
an unfiltered dry stout called The Chubbyhead 
Stout, a fruity white beer called The Sand Fish 
Weiss, a complex American slow-brewed lager 
called The Yellowfish Lager, and a refreshing 
English pale ale called The Catfish Ale. 

There is also a Farm Range consisting of 
smaller batches of limited edition beers, which 
allows Melanie and Tania to unleash their 
creativity and experiment with interesting 
flavour combinations. Two of these are the 
Jan Pampoen Spicy Pumpkin Ale, a light and 
refreshing beer with Christmassy notes, and 
the recently released Sarie Marais Cherry 
Blonde Beer, a delightful pink brew. 

• cederbrew.co.za 
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EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF 
THE WILD IN SHEER LUXURY 



At Bushtec Safari, we believe that a 
luxury sa^ri tent is the only way to 
truly experience the thrill and wonder of 
the untamed wilderness. Our superior 
quality tents embody sheer opulence 
and utter comfort and are custom- 
designed to meet your requirements 
and exceed all your expectations. 

However remote or wild your location, 
our team of experts specialise in creating 
handcrafted tents that are unique in 
design, innovative and tailor-made to 
capture the essence and beauty of the 
surrounding landscape. They are also 
manufactured to withstand the harshest 
of environments. Youll find that even 
the wildlife is unable to resist the allure 
of our beautiful safari tents. 


With over thirty years In the business of 
designing and manufacturing high-end, 
top-quality safari tents, it's no wonder 
that most luxurious camps in Africa 
demand our safari tents. 

Bushtec Safari is an undeniable 
market leader, offering excellent after- 
sales service. We are also a division 
of Canvas and Tent, Africa^ largest 
tent manufacturer, and are ready to turn 
your dream into the ultimate outdoor 
experience. 

So, can us on ^27 (0}3S 634 1902 
or visit biishtecsafarLco^za to 
discuss creating your ideai safari 
camp. 



BUSHTEC 


SAFARI 


DE5K5MED TO lHPB£5S. BUILT TO UST. 


a CANVAS AND TENT company I www.bushtecsafari.co.za I info@bushtecsafari.co.za 




For Elbe Coetsee, author of the gorgeous new 
book Craft Art in South Africa: Creative 
Intersections, life is all about making the 
world a better place. 

Elbe established the Mogalakwena Craft 
Art Development Foundation (MCADF) in 
Limpopo in 1994. The amazing art and objects 
she saw being made at MCADF and the special 
collaborations and projects that flowed from 
it inspired her to complete a PhD focusing on 
craft artists and to write her first book, Craft 
Art in South Africa, in 2002. 

And now its fabulous follow-up is fresh on 
the shelves and brimming with photos and 
essays, showcasing, among many others, 
Hylton NeFs love affair with ceramics; the 
divine small sculptures of Johannes Segogela; 
and Walter Oltmann's fabricated wireworks, 
some with a textile sensibility 

Establishing craft and art opportunities 
and writing inspirational books aren't 
enough, however, to keep this entre- 
preneurial academic busy Elbe also finds the 
time to oversee the Artist's Retreat she 
launched in 2004 and the Research Centre 
for Ecology, Anthropology and Social 
Entrepreneurship in Africa she founded in 
2006 - both in Limpopo. 

When she's in the Mother City, where she 
lives, Elbe is involved in the Mogalakwena 
Gallery and Showroom in Church Street and 
is on the Design Indaba curator panel for the 
Handmade sector. 

Most of all, Elbe loves doing research and 
writing about craft and art culture, the things 
closest to her heart. 

• mogalakwena.com 
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SHE'S 
CREATIVE 
AT HEART 


BECAUSE 


In Craft Art in South Africa: Creative intersections, Elbe 
Coetsee showcases and celebrates craft artists' work. 



02 Margaret Woermann established the Heartworks shops, selling 
hand-made crafts made with love. 



03 Ella Lou O'Meara, with a ceramic pot by Noleen Read. The two of them created the 
porcelain chandeliers for the Pierneef a La Motte restaurant near Franschhoek. 





You could be one 
of three readers to win 
a copy of Elbe Coetsee 's Craft 
Art in South Africa: Creative 
Intersections, worth R450 each. 
Enter at VlSl.co.za/ 
category/win 
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Sumptuous interiors and striking art installations have caught our eye. 
Here are some of our favourites. 


FORCES IN NATURE 

Dylan Lewis: An Untamed Force 
by Dylan Lewis and Ian McCallum 

This photographic record of Dylan Lewis's 
imposing sculptures, many of which grace 
botanical gardens, golf courses, hotel foyers 
and the homes of serious collectors, is far 
removed from the artist's '"cat years", during 
which time he focused almost exclusively on 
the figure of the cat and established himself as 
one of the foremost artists in contemporary 
sculpture. He extended his vision to include 
the human form and its relationship with 
nature, and has enjoyed continued success. 

This beautiful book showcases some of his 
most ambitious works, including preliminary 
sketches, photographs and working methods. 

Johannesburg-born Lewis was raised in 
a nature-loving, somewhat Bohemian family 
- both his parents were accomplished artists - 
and pulled together these early forces to 
establish himself as one of the country's 
preeminent sculptors. 


DYLAN 

LEWIS 


ART DE VIVRE 

Pierre Frey: Inspired Interiors 
by Serge Gleizes and Philippe Garcia 

The luxury Parisian design house Pierre 
Frey is renowned for its exquisite fabrics 
and wallpapers. This extravagant tome is 
a celebration of the family-owned company's 
Both anniversary. 

Pierre Frey has been at the forefront of 
textile and wallpaper design for decades, and 
is an ambassador of French taste and a proud 
member of the Comite Colbert, an association 
of prestigious French brands. Its fabrics, rugs, 
wall coverings and accessories grace stylish 
homes the world over. 

Informed by meetings with family members 
and staff, and showcasing rooms decorated 
by some of the world's most feted interior 
designers, this book is a lavish celebration 
of the Pierre Frey style. It is a testament 
to the preservation of centuries-old craft 
and techniques that characterise the Pierre 
Frey ethos. 


ART AS A JOURNEY 

Blindfolded Line, Dancing Through Time 
by Liza Grobler 

Published on the occasion of artist Liza 
Grobler's solo exhibition of the same name, 
this book is, in Liza's words, '"about the art- 
making process as a Journey... a Journey 
from one state of confusion to another state 
of confusion." The exhibition, a site-specific 
mixed-media installation, is an exploration of 
the creative process, undertaken in the same 
way as explorers ventured forth in days gone 
by: with little more than blind faith and vague 
direction to guide them. 

The book is a celebration of the line, which 
has a consistent presence in every work of art. 
It has no beginning and no end and is, in the 
words of Antoinette Murdoch, chief curator of 
the Johannesburg Art Gallery, "metaphorically 
'blindfolded' in that it has no conscious 
end goal but is instead dancing, making 
shapes and figures that have their own logic 
and abstraction". 




To stand 
a chance to win 
a copy of one of these 
three books, enter at 
VlSl.co.za/category/ 


BECAUSE 

READERS ARE LEADERS 
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incanda 


furniture 





1 


Graenside (Gauteng) 
on 668 8331 


Durbonville 
021 914 5832 


Paarl 

021 863 1965 


lnfo@incanda.co.2a 


durbanvllle^jncarsda.cozo 


greensIdeOincanda.co.za 


39 Main Road, Poorl 198 8olla Rosa Street Durban vllfe 21 Gleneogl© Rood, Greensid© 



www.incanda.co.za 
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Digital portrait 
floral cushion, 
Ri20, Mr Price 
Home. 


Floral print 
scatter cushion, 
Ri20, Mr Price 
Home. 


Multicoloured 

script cushion, 

Rioo, Mr Price 
Home. 


NO 


BECAUSE 


CUSHIONS KEEP IT 
CONTEMPORARY 

Scatter cushions are an easy, inexpensive way 
to update and spruce up any space. 


We love these bold, quirky prints available right now - animals, people, flowers or butterflies, we're into it. 

A nugget of advice from us: Remember that the scatter's truest function is to afford comfort, to fill the gap between 
the hollow of the back and the sofa or to soften the armrest. The trick is not to overstuff your scatter cushions until 
they stand up straight, but to gently fill them with duck down to give them that comfortable lived-in look and feel. 

• mrpricehome.co.za • woolworths.co.za 


Embroidered 
rabbit scatter 
cushion, R299, 
Woolworths. 



Butterfly 

scatter 

cushion, R199, 
Woolworths. 


A NOTE 

FROM OUR 

DEPUTY 

EDITOR 

ANNEMARIE 

MEINTJES: 

'Throw the old 
scatter cushions 
out when you 
introduce new 
ones. Failing 
to do so might 
give visitors the 
impression you 
have lost your 
job and are now 
selling scatters 
from home." 


WORDS MALIBONGWE TYILO 




Miele. Touch the Future 


Our new Generation 6000 range of built In appliances 
feature the most advanced technology ever presented 
on appliances, our trademark touch screen control 
system, M Touch. 

Since 1899, we have proudly set the benchmark in 
appliance innovation, with unparalled quality, timeless 
durability and stunning performance at the forefront of 
every design. 


Never has this been so evident as with our Generation 
6000 range, a generation of appliances built especially for 
you and designed to suit your lifestyle* Generation 6000 
appliances are available in Havanna Brown, Brilliant White, 
Clean Steel and Obsidian Black designed for any taste.We 
call it... 


Design for life 



For more information phone 0660 000 622 or visit www.miele.CQ.za to view our state of the art range of appliances. IMMER BESSER 

Visit our new web shop at www.miele-shop.oo.za for small appliances and Care ColJection detergents. 

Miele Centres: Johannesburg Tef 01 1 875 9000, Bryanston. Cape Town Tel 021 946 3148, Tygervaltey. 

Pretoria Tel 012 346 3030, Brooklyn. KwaZulu Natal Tel 031 584 6929, Umhianga, 

Miele Customer Care Centre Tel 0860 MIELE (64353) 
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NO 


ART IS DELICIOUS 


oi With a drizzle of hot 
caramel, Caro puts the 
finishing touch on her 
interpretation of Alexis 
Preller's Impression d'Or 
- in the background. 


For the celebration ofThe New Church Museum's 
second birthday, Caro de Waal of Eat Design 
created an artistic feast. 


BECAUSE 


\ 



Gl 






PHOTOS JAN RAS WORDS MALIBONGWE TYILO 


Cape Town's first privately owned 
museum of South African and African 
contemporary art recently marked 
its second birthday When it came to 
planning the celebration, museum 
director Kirsty Cockerill asked Caro 
de Waal of Eat Design to create edible 
installations that would take the party 
beyond the ubiquitous finger food. 

“\ hate the idea of canapes," says 
Kirsty; '"it's just so boring. When Caro 
and 1 met, we chatted through our 
vision, and she Just got it." 

The exhibition with which Caro had 
to interact is an exploration of abstract 
art titled Thinking, Feeling, Head, 
Heart. 'The work being abstract is 
sometimes hard for people to access; 

1 also wanted to explore how food and 
design could be an intermediate to get 
people into the content of the work," 
Kirsty says. 

"1 start at the simplest 
interpretation that 1 feel and build 
from there." Caro explains. Take 
Alexis Preller's Impression c/'Or. To 
me it looks like dripping caramel on 
a background of dark chocolate - 
1 literally wanted people to taste that 
caramel, the golden pureness of it in 
all forms, like honeycomb, toffee, spun 
sugar and fudge." 

Aiming to create her own canvas 
of chocolate and edible gold, Caro 
finished off the installation by drizzling 
hot liquid caramel on top, which was 
her interpretation of the gilt for which 
the original artwork is famous. 

Several other food installations 
greeted guests, some of which referred 







02 & 03 Museum director Kirsty Cockerill stands in front 
of Cameron Platter's Orange Rain, which inspired 
Caro's pureed carrot, ginger and orange, served in 
an emptied egg shell. 


■I 


i 
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oi Caro stands in front of A Child 
Frightened by a Bloom by 
Penny Siopis, which inspired 
her to create Food of the Earth, 
an installation "to reflect the 
colours and beautiful chaos of 
the earth and nature that 1 see 
in this work." 


01 


directly to individual works and others that spoke 
to a collection of works. “For example, the Penny 
Siopis," says Caro, referring to the artist's A Child 
Frightened by a Bloom, '"it just took my breath away. 
The mass of purple and pink and pure earth Just said 
to me: amethysts, pink salt, crystals, beetroot, figs, 
pomegranates. And then something earthy: Parmesan 
and cured ham. So that's what 1 did." 

Exhibition curator Marilyn Martin spent time 
with Caro, discussing the works, their meanings and 
their histories. Says Marilyn, ''Even though they are 
inspired by the works, her installations are not Just 
interpretations but also artworks in themselves." 

• Visit VISI.co.za to read our full interview 
with Caro de Waal and to see more photos 
taken before and at the birthday celebration. 

• thenewchurch.co 

• eatdesign.co.za 


02 Sushi laid out on a print of Olympia by Manet, 
which artist Georgina Gratrix interpreted by using 
all Manet's colours in a painting featuring a striped 
pattern. "By creating her own Olympia as stripes," 
says Kirsty, "Georgina has taken her into the 
modernist realm." 

03 Works by Bill Ainslie, Walter Battiss and 
Kevin Atkinson. 

04 An Abstraction of a Caprese features 

a deconstructed Caprese salad, inspired by the 
works of Bill Ainslie, Walter Battiss, Kevin Atkinson 
and jan-Henri Booysens. 
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YOU COULD WIN 
A SAFARI SPOIL 

One lucky reader will win an exclusive two-night stay for two 
in a luxury tented suite at the private five-star Gorah Elephant 


Camp, a prize worth R33400 (including flights). - ^ 



Luxury, privacy and exclusivity 
are yours for the taking at Hunter 
Hotels' Gorah Elephant Camp in the 
picturesque Addo Elephant National 
Park. A member of the prestigious 
Relais & Chateaux Association, Gorah 
Elephant Camp is an hour's drive from 
Port Elizabeth. 

The prize includes accommodation, 
meals, teas and other non-alcoholic 


refreshments, two game drives per 
day, as well as all park fees and levies. 
You'll also be treated to a private 
dinner on an evening of your choice, 
and can enjoy bubbly on arrival 
and a romantic turndown service 
each night. 

Return flights within South Africa 
are included in the prize, courtesy of 
Comair. Getting to Gorah Elephant 


Camp from the airport and back, 
however, is for your own account. 

The prize can be redeemed any 
time between 8 April and 30 Sep- 
tember 2015, subject to availability. 
To enter, go to VlSl.co.za. 

• gorah.hunterhotels.com 

• relaischateaux.com 

• comair.co.za 



VISI 

COMPETITION 

RULES 

• VISI's competitions 
are open to all South 
African residents, 
excluding employees of 
New Media Publishing 
(NMP), employees 

of the companies 
supplying the prizes, 
associated companies, 
advertising and 
promotion agencies, 
and their immediate 
family members. 

• The winner will be 
chosen at the sole 
discretion of the 
Judges, whose decision 
will be final. No 
correspondence will be 
entered into. 

• Winners will not be 
eligible for prizes for 
three months after 
winning. 

• The prize is not 
transferable or 
redeemable for cash. 

• Neither NMP nor any 
of its partners will be 
held responsible for 
disputes in connection 
with prizes or for any 
loss, damage or injury 
that may be suffered 
or incurred by prize 
winners. 

• Entrants will be 
deemed to have 
accepted these rules 
and agree to be bound 
by them when entering 
VlSTs competitions. 

• Data collected may be 
shared with the prize 
sponsor company, 
but will not be sold 
or passed on to 
third parties. 

• NMP reserves the right 
to cancel, modify or 
amend competitions 
at any time if deemed 
necessary. 


WORDS LINDI BROWNELL MEIRING 



PURE INDULGENCE, 
SPECTACULAR SAFARIS... 

THE ESSENCE OF AN AFRICAN DREAM 



WATERBUCK PRIVATE CAMP 


The ultimate in safari privacy, Waterbuck at Kings Camp, boasts an uber-luxurious four-bedroomed Private Villa with its own game 
viewing vehicle and game ranger, as well as a personal butler and chef to take care of your every need! Set in the Tfmbavati Private 
Nature Reserve, on the banks of a dry river bed, overlooking savanna plains, Waterbuck offers superb game viewing opportunities. 


KINGS CAMP 


WWW. ki ngscamp.com 


Hui piSJCNS 




29 REASONS 


visi 



THIS DESIGN 
DESERVES 
A STANDING 
OVATION 

Subscribe to VISI or renew 
your subscription and stand 
a chance to win a Humanscale 
QuickStand, worth R15000. 

Whether you like to sit, stand, or switch it up and 
do both, the QuickStand height-adjustable 
workstation from Humanscale is bound to be better 
for your health than a traditional desk and chair 
that force you to remain seated all day. And with 
a growing list of chronic health conditions directly 
linked to a sedentary lifestyle, spending a little more 
time on your feet at work makes perfect sense. 
Simply clamp the QuickStand on to your existing 
desk and get back to work - in the sitting or 
standing position - and enjoy improved health. 

• formfunc.co.za 




WANT THE PRINT MAGAZINE? 

Subscribe to VlSl now and receive a 30 % discount 
off your one-year print subscription. You'll pay 
just R210 for six issues delivered directly to 
your post box — that's a saving of almost Rioo. 

Use any of these methods to subscribe or 
renew your existing subscription: 

• Call +27 II 473 8700 with your credit card or 
banking details for debit order arrangements. 

• E-mail visisubs@RNAD.co.za. 

• Visit www.subs.RNAD.co.za. 

• SMS keywords "Subs VlSl" to 331 10. Each SMS 
costs Ri,50. 

• Fax 086 627 3244. 

• Post VlSl Subs, Freepost JHZ1135, Box 725, 
Maraisburg, 1700. 


WANT THE DIGITAL 
MAGAZINE? 

If you prefer to read your magazine in 
digital form, you can subscribe to VlSl 
on My Subs. You pay only R150 to 
receive six issues on your tablet or 
desktop computer. 

• Visit VlSl.co.za/subscribe for more 
information, or go to mysubs.co.za/ 
VlSl to subscribe. 


When making use of this special 
offer, quote ''Issue 77". This offer is 
valid until 24 May 2015 for South 
African residents only. 
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SANITARYWARE 



^imdixmal Txquxsite Diirable 




Modem 




Sales Offices - Cape Town, 
Durban and Port Elizabeth 

Head Office 

Corner Morris and Lilly Roads, 
Meyerton, Gauteng, South Africa 
RO. Box 49, Meyerton 1960 

Telephone: (016)360 6000 
Fascimile: (016) 362 1167 
Email: vaalsan@dawnltd.co.za 

www.vaalsan.co.za 

www.librabath.co.za 


CROHE « DAWN 


WATEfl TECHNOLOGY 


SHOPPING DIRECTORY 




South 








I 




FINE FURNITURE & D^COR 
for the hospitality sector 


2 Homeleigh Drive/Wartburg 
T: 033 503 0007 Ei sandra@1:aylormadefurniture-co*ia 
www.tayiormadehousexo.za | www.tayiormadefurniturexo.za 


0861 762 781 (Nationwide) www.smartstone.co.za 


“ Innovative Sanitary Solutions? 

QQiiitpine elegance with hygiene* Slfh^l 


from 

Switze^' 


Combine elegance with hygiene* is thejjBbe/itsystem, 

where less gives more. Geberit creates sustainable quaiity of life, witfffiinbyalive water 
management* compr^eheosiye know-how and trend-setting solutions. 

Find out more ^ www.ge5erit.CQ.zar3ates.za@geberit.com or 01 1 444 5070 


GEBERIT 






with SMARTSTONE 


Create attractive designs with eye-catching laying patterns using modular 
sizes, textures, borders and colours available from SmartStone 




HOUSE 




HOME DECOR | GIFTS 
GARDENING GOODIES 
GERMAN COFFEE & CAKE 
FRESH FLOWERS 











SHOPPING DIRECTORY 
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M 

RKET 

JL 


7 & 28 february 
7 & 28 march 
& 25 april - 

2 & 30 may 
6 & 27 jun 
4 & jul - 

1 & 29 aug 
5 & 26 sept 
3&31 oct 
& nov 
& dec 

SMUTS MUSEUM 9:00-14:00 

irenemkt@mweb.co.za www.irenemarket.co.za 0126671659 


®c inda l^unter 



1 25 Springfield Rd, Carlswald, Midrand 
cinda@cindahunter.com 083 284 1818 
011 468-2591 Open: 1 0am-4pm Tues - Sat 



GOOD 


THINGS! 


CLEVERLITTLEMONKEY 

www.cleverlittlemonkevxo.ZQ/10xchange 




C: +27 72 697 8870 • E: mike@mikemadethis.co.za 
www.mikemadethis.co.za 

Visit us on n MMT-Mike Made This or on @mikemadethis 


Mike Made This is a 
multi-discipiinary design 
and furniture manufacturing 
company, speciaiising in 

wrought iron, steel/metal, 
wood and glass designs. 






Old faithful, true to its name 


Mifii.vir.i.. Moox 


041 484 6631 •www.melvillandmoon.com 


MU/^O 


HOMEWARE 
WOVEN & MADE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 


SHOPONLINE 

WWW.MUNGOXO.ZA 


Mungo Shops 

Old Nick Village, 
Plettenberg Bay 


The Fabric Hangar, 
Sand ton, lohannesburg 














SHOPPING DIRECTORY 


m 



THE BATHRDOW GALLERY 


UNIT I I lATHE FOUNDRY 74 PRESTWICH STREET 
GREENPOINT CAPETOWN SOUTH AFRICA 800 1 
T: +27 421 9970/2 | F: +27 421 9971 
E: INFO@STILLBATHROOMS.CO.ZA 



SHOPPING DIRECTORY 






BEAUTY 

F I R € S 


info(a)beautyf ires. com 
021 461 9821 
011 262 0258 



FORTE 

ARCHITETT' 


residential m .nitectwre 


designed in Italy, 
made for you. 


in partnership with 

bocchini 

Arredamenti srl 


fortearchitetti.it 
studio@fortGarchitGtti.it 
+39 095 81 85 614 
+27 081 77 69 775 
Catania (Italy) 
CaoG Town (South Africa) 
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REUSE AND 
RECYCLE 

Transform old packaging material into a holdall for the bathroom. 

PHOTO DOOK PRODUCTION ANNEMARIE MEINTJES 

Load shedding brings more than darkness - at the rate we have to replace electrical 
appliances and electronic equipment, we'll be facing bankruptcy before long. 

The upside is that new electronic purchases come with loads of packaging material 
that can be turned into solutions you may never have considered, like buffers to 
protect your car doors from banging against the garage walls or a holdall behind the 
toilet for all those unglamorous necessities. 




DESIGNED BY 




HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH TO HAVE THE BIG FAMILY 
HOME & STILL JET-SET WELL INTO RETIREMENT? 


How much is enough? An age-old question that needs a new answer. Old Mutual Wealth has it and it's called Integrated Wealth Planning. It's a wealth 
map that puts you and your goals at its core, helping you plan how much is enough for you - for now, for your life and for your legacy. Contact your 
Financial Adviser about your Old Mutual Wealth Integrated Wealth Plan. 


Call 0860 WEALTH (932584) or go to www.howmuchisenough.co.za 
ADVICE I INVESTMENTS I WEALTH DO GREAT THINGS 


OLD MUTUAL 

WEALTH 


Old Mutual Wealth is brought to you through several Licensed Financial Services Providers in the Old Mutual Group who make up the elite service offering. 


